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General  Review. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Libraries  for  the  past 
Preliminary,  year  the  first  and  paramount  item  of  interest  is  the 

opening  last  October  of  the  splendid  new  Central 
Library  and  Technical  Institute  by  that  eminent  founder  of 
Public  Libraries  and  Hospitals,  Mr.  J.  Passmore  Edwards,  who 
on  this  occasion  presented  to  the  Library  1,000  beautiful  and 
interesting  books  for  the  use  of  the  juvenile  readers,  and  laid 
the  foundation  stone  of  a  museum  which  would  probably  never 
have  existed  but  for  his  munificence.  An  account  of  the 
opening  ceremony  appears  at  page  7.  The  task  of  removing 
the  books  from  Rokeby  House  and  the  practical  re- 
organization, stocking,  etc.,  of  the  new  Library  was  a 
heavy  one  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  Central  Library 
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for  some  five  months.  This  has,  of  course,  affected  the  statisti- 
cal totals  for  the  year,  but  not  the  general  popularity  of  the 
Libraries,  which  has  greatly  increased  and  is  growing  day  by 
day,  as  proved  by  the  following  comparative  daily  figures  for  the 
various  years  the  Libraries  have  been  open:  — 


Daily  Attendance.  Daily  Issui-;  of  Books. 


Period. 

Canning 
Town. 

Rokeby 
House. 

Total 
Daily 
Attend- 
ance. 

Canning 
Town. 

Rokeby 
House. 

Total 
Daily 

Issues. 

1891-2 

not  open 

366:; 

366 

not  open 

not  open 

not  open 

1892-3 

not  open 

500t 

500 

not  open 

19} 

19 

1893-4 

1,716 

774 

2,490 

86: 

40: 

126 

1894-5 

2,016 

942 

2,958 

533 

45: 

578 

1895-6 

2,044 

965 

3,009 

608 

ioi : 

709 

1896-7 

1,849 

1,361 

3,210 

592 

532 

1,124 

1S97-8 

2,199 

1,642 

3,841 

648 

793 

1,441 

1898-9 

2,340 

1,897* 

4,237 

653 

820  II 

1,473 

*  Newsroom  onl}\        f  Newsroom  and  Reference  Library. 
§  Includes  attendance  at  Rokeby  House  and  New  Central  Library. 

X  Reference  Library  only. 
||  Includes  books  issued  at  Rokeby  House  and  New  Central  Library. 
The  other  figures  represent  the  work  of  all  departments. 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  table  that  the  daily  attendance 
for  1898-9  shows  an  increase  of  396  over  that  of  the  previous 
year,  and  an  increase  in  the  loans  of  books  of  159.  The  total 
attendance  for  the  year  was  1,170,003,  being  an  increase  of 
90,198  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  does  not 
include  Sunday  attendance,  for  which  see  pages  5,  32, 
33,  and  37.  This  is  very  encouraging,  and,  taken  together 
with  the  steady  progress  of  previous  years  also  shown 
in    the    above    table,    is    conclusive    proof   that    the  popu 
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larity  of  the  Libraries  and  their  value  to  the  munici- 
pality is  no  longer  in  the  realm  of  possibilities,  but  is  an 
accomplished  and  indubitable  fact,  which  will  be  made  still  more 
evident  when  the  various  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms  in 
contemplation  are  provided. 

There  has  been  a  slight  temporary  decrease  in  tne  issues  of 
books  at  Canning  Town,  due  to  several  of  the  borrowers  ex- 
changing their  tickets  for  Central  Library  ones  as  soon  as  this 
department  was  opened. 

The  number  of  borrowers'  tickets  taken  out  at  the 
Central  Library  from  the  opening  of  the  lending 
BSkeirs    department  on  October  -7th  to  March  25th  was  5,971. 

All  the  Rokeby  House  tickets  have  now  been  called 
in. 

The  number  of  tickets  issued  at  Canning  Town  during  the 
year  was  1.809. 

The  total  number  of  tickets  issued  since  the  first  Library 
was  opened  in  June  1st,  1894,  to  March  25th,  1899,  was  25,391 
— of  these  15,983  were  for  males  and  9,111  for  females. 

For  the  convenience  of  persons  unable  to  visit  the 
Sunday     Libraries  on  the  ordinary  week-days,  the  Committee 
Opening,     decided    in  March  to   open   the   two  Reference 
Libraries  and  Newsrooms  on  Sundays,  from  3  to  9 
p.m.    The  attendance  up  to  March  25th  reached  2,358,  giving 
an  attendance  for  each  of  the  Sundays  open — in  the  Reference 
Libraries  150,  and  in  the  Newsrooms  636. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association 

Association    was  ^ast  ^ear  ™  ^e  three  towns  of  South- 

port,  Preston,  and  Wigan,  and  much  important 
business  was  done.  The  respective  Mayors  and 
Corporations  of  these  boroughs  did  all  in  their  power  to 
make  their  visitors  welcome,  and  to  render  the  meeting  the 
success  it  proved.  Visits  were  paid  to  Whalley  Abbey  and 
Stonyhurst  College,  among  other  places,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
and  instructive  evening  was  spent  at  the  magnificent  Preston 
Public  Library,  the  building  of  which  cost  over  £100,000,  the 
funds  having  been  provided  by  a  prominent  Preston  man. 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  and  enjoyable  event  of  the 
meeting  was  the  day  spent  at  Haigh  Hall,  at  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Earl  of  Crawford  (the  President  of  the 
Library  Association  for  the  ensuing  year).  The  whole 
of    this    old    mansion    was    thrown    open    and  enabled 
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the  members  to  inspect  the  magnificent  library,  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  private  collections  existing,  and  also  the  unique 
and  vast  collection  of  ancient  manuscripts.  His  lordship  enter- 
tained the  company — which  numbered  about  300 — to  luncheon, 
and  also  to  tea,  Mr.  Alderman  Crow  and  the  Chief  librarian 
represented  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries. 

The  Society  of  Public  Librarians  and  the  Library 
Meetings  of   Assistants'  Association  held  meetings  at  the  West 
Societies.    Ham  Central  Library  during  the  year.    Mr.  Coun- 
cillor   Saunders    Jacobs,    Chairman  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Committee,  kindly  presided,  except  at  one  meeting, 
which  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Z.  Moon,  Chief  Librarian 
of   Leyton.     Papers    on    literary    aids    were    read    by  Mr. 
Cotgreave  and  Mr.  Plant,  Chief  Librarian  of  Shoreditch,  and 
the  various  departments  of  the  Technical  Institute  and  Library 
were  visited,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Chairman,  Librarian, 
and  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Institute  (Mr.  Cutting),  and  were  much 
admired. 

The  work  of  the  two  Committees  for  1897-8  and 
The       1898-9  respectively  has  been  extremely  heavy  and 
Committees,  onerous,  requiring  many  special  meetings  and  much 
time  and  attention.      The  Chairmen,  Messrs.  W. 
Crow  and  G.  Saunders  Jacobs,  and  also  other  members,  have 
visited  the  Central  Library  almost  daily  during  its  organization. 


The  New  Central  Library. 

The  Lending  Department,  which  includes  a  book 
The  Lendi  »  s^ore  ^  ^ee^  ^onS  Dv  °^  ^ee^  wide,  and  some  smaller 
Department,  rooms,  contains  shelving  for  50,000  books  and  suf- 
ficient   space    for    50,000    more.    The  borrowers' 
counter  is  60  feet  long. 

Every  Library  aid  and  method  likely  to  expedite  or  improve 
the  work  has  been  adopted.  Indicators,  drawers  fitted  for 
various  card  accounts,  tickets,  etc.,  automatic  steps  to  shelving, 
the  most  recent  shelf  fittings,  and  many  other  items.  Arrange- 
ments are  made  by  which  each  borrower  can  have  four  tickets — 
(1)  ordinary,  (2)  non-fictional  books  only,  (3)  music,  (4) 
quarterly,  monthly  or  weekly  Periodicals  and  Reviews.  . 


This  room  is  35  feet  square,  and  is  more  designed 
Reference    f°r  reading  than  storage  of  books,  consequently,  al- 
Department.  though  soine  of  the  finest  art  and  other  works  are 
shelved  here  in  glass  cases,  the  bulk  of  the  stock  is 
kept  in  the  book  store  close  by.    It  is  charmingly  lighted  and 
decorated,  and  has  been  greatly  admired  by  library  authorities 
and  architects  from  all  parts. 

This  is  a  fine  room  110  feet  long  and  33  feet  wide, 
The       furnished   with   2±    stands.  12  tables.  2  magazine 
Newsroom,    racks.  2  directory  stands,  etc.  The  walls  are  adorned 
with  quotations  on  ornamental  tile  dadoes,  while  on 
the  ceiling  are  some  very  fine  sculptured  and  coloured  designs 
representing  literature — romantic  and  scientific,  by  the  well- 
known  artist.  Mr.  H.  C.  Fehr. 

This  room  is  practically  a  part  of  the  large  News- 
Ladies'      room  partitioned  off.  so  that  all  the  conveniences  of 
Room.      a  ladies'  room  are  obtained  without  detracting  from 
the  appearance  of  the  main  room.      Duplicates  of 
various  daily  and  other  general  papers  are  supplied,  as  also  the 
usual  ladies'  papers.    The  daily  attendance  averages  64. 

The  papers  taken  in  the  various  reading  rooms  number  360. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  a  binding  and  re- 
Extra      pairing  room,  staff  room  with  cooking  convenience. 
Rooms.      shelves,    drawers,    etc.,    store   rooms,    rare  book 
room,  and  Chief  Librarian's  and  clerk's  offices.  The 
various  rooms  are  furnished  either  in  mahogany,  walnut  or 
oak. 

The  library  has  been  visited  by  thousands  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  who  were  unanimous  in  their  opinions  as  to  its 
beauty,  perfect  system  of  lighting,  ventilation,  and  storage  of 
books,  and  the  excellent  disposition  of  the  various  rooms  for 
library  work. 

Account  of  the  Opening  of  the  New  Central 
Public  Library  and  Technical  Institute. 

Thursday,  the  6th  October,  1898,  will  ever  be  famed  in  the 
annals  of  "West  Ham  as  the  memorable  day  when  the  Town 
Council  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  witnessed  the  opening  of 
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their  Technical  Institute  and  Central  Public  Library.  The  emi- 
nent gentleman  who  formally  declared  these  Institutions  open 
has  presided  at  so  many  similar  ceremonies,  and  has  given  such 
generous  support  to  kindred  Institutions  all  over  the  country, 
that  he  is  now  very  generally  recognized  as  their  good  and 
presiding  genius. 

The  following  account  of  the  Opening  Ceremony  has  been 
gathered  from  various  reports  published  by  local  and  other 
papers,  and  will  no  doubt  be  considered  a  suitable  and  interesting 
Appendix  to  the  earlier  history  and  description  of  the  Institute 
and  Library  which  is  given  in  the  Souvenir :  — 

The  opening  of  the  Institute  and  Library  took  place  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  and  was  quite  a  brilliant  function.  The  outside  was  brightly 
adorned  with  flags,  which  drew  the  attention  of  the  general  public  to 
the  ceremony,  and  before  the  afternoon  concluded,  a  large  crowd  had 
assembled  in  Romford  Road  and  Water  Lane. 

Prior  to  the  opening,  an  interesting  little  event  took  place  in  the 
Water  Lane  Entrance  Hall,  where  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  one 
of  West  Ham's  first  manufacturers  was  unveiled.  The  late  Mr.  Charles 
Mare  formerly  carried  on  business  at  what  is  now  the  great  Thames 
Ironworks,  and  a  subscription  having  been  made  for  a  memorial,  the 
Council  decided  that  it  should  be  placed  in  the  Institute  building. 
In  the  presence  of  a  few  members  of  the  Corporation,  therefore, 
Mr.  George  C.  Mackrow,  the  naval  architect  at  the  Thames  Iron- 
works, said  he  had  been  requested  by  the  aged  widow,  the  family,  and 
numerous  friends,  to  offer  to  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Ivey,  J. P.),  and 
through  him  to  the  town,  a  memorial  which  had  been  subscribed  for  by 
the  widow  and  others.  Alderman  G.  W.  Kidd  had  taken  great  interest 
in  obtaining  the  memorial,  and  thanks  were  due  to  him ;  also  to  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  for  kindly  consenting  to  allow  it  to  be  placed  in 
the  Institute,  instead  of  it  being  put  in  Woodgrange  Cemetery. 

Miss  Mare,  granddaughter  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  then  drew 
aside  a  covering  and  exposed  to  view  the  Sicilian  marble  pedestal,  sur- 
mounted by  a  bust  of  Mr.  Mare  resting  on  a  tablet,  on  which,  under  a 
figure  of  H.M.S.  "  Vulcan,"  was  an  inscription  setting  forth  briefly  the 
leading  incidents  in  the  life  of  this  pioneer  of  the  great  industries  carried 
on  in  West  Ham. 

The  Mayor,  in  reply,  said  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  accept 
the  memorial  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation.  He  could  not  help  being 
sorry  that  such  a  man — a  self-made  man,  a  man  of  integrity  and  great 
ability — should  have  died  in  poor  circumstances,  with  but  few  friends 
around  him.  But  his  memory  lived,  and  in  South  West  Ham  especially 
there  were  few  persons  among  the  old  inhabitants  who  did  not 
remember  Charles  Mare,  and  the  industry  he  had  helped  to  build  up. 
South  West  Ham  had  grown  to  a  very  large  extent  through  the  work 
of  Charles  John  Mare,  and  if  men  with  so  few  opportunities  could 
raise  so  noble  a  name,  as  far  as  trade  and  mechanics  was  concerned, 
what  should  the  young  men  of  to-day  be  able  to  do  with  the  many 
opportunities  afforded  them  ? 
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Alderman  G.  VV.  Kidd  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and 
to  Miss  Mare,  observing  that  that  day  an  old  inhabitant  told  him  that 
he  still  remembered  the  time  Mare's  yard  was  open,  and  when  it  was  a 
proud  thing  for  ladies  to  say,  "  My  husband  works  at  Charlie  Mare's." 

Alderman  Adamson  seconded  the  proposition,  which  was  carried. 

Meanwhile  the  large  hall  was  rapidly  filling,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  the  commencement  there  were  very  few  seats  empty. 
The  First  Essex  Artillery  Volunteers  formed  a  guard  of  honour  at 
the  Entrance,  where  the  band  of  the  same  corps  played  selections 
of  music. 

The  Mayor  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  and  Technical 
Instruction  Committee  (Alderman  Crow,  J. P.),  together  with  the 
Members  of  the  Town  Council,  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Principal  of 
the  Institute,  the  Chief  Librarian,  and  the  Architects,  met  Mr. 
Passmore  Edwards  at  the  Entrance,  and  the  Architects  made  the 
presentation  of  an  inscribed  key,  with  which  the  formal  opening  was 
performed.  Passing  to  the  Library,  and  thence  to  the  platform  of 
the  Large  Hall,  the  Chair  was  taken  by  the  Mayor,  who  was  supported 
by  the  Ex-Mayor  (Alderman  A.  Govier,  J. P.),  Alderman  \V.  Crow.  J. P., 
Alderman  Hughes,  and  Councillors  C.  O.  Boardman,  Athey,  Billows. 
Jacobs,  East,  Ward,  and  Davis  (members  of  the  Libraries  and 
Technical  Instruction  Committee),  Alderman  M.  Adamson.  J.  H. 
Bethell,  J. P.,  G.  Fulcher,  G.  \Y.  Kidd,  and  R.  White,  Councillors 
A.  Barber,  A.  Fredericks.  J.  T.  Halsev,  W.  G.  Hornsev.  J.  Page, 
J.  W.  Rainey,  H.  W.  Rippin,  T.  Threlford,  A.  Bishop,  W.  G.  Harris. 
J.  Kettle,  C.'Mansfield.  L.  W.  Spratt.  A.  Bothwell,  W.  East.  H.  Howard, 
A.  C.  Lourv,  W.  Godbold,  W.  Hooper,  C.  Kellv.  G.  Lambert,  C.  Skelton, 
and  Mr.  F'red:  E.  Hilleary,  LL.D.  (Town  Clerk).  Mr.  Lewis  Angell 
(Borough  Engineer),  Mr.  Fred.  E.  Harris  (Borough  Treasurer), 
Dr.  C.  Sanders  (Medical  Officer  of  Health),  Mr.  George  E.  Hilleary 
(DeputvTown  Clerk),  Mr.  Ernest  Grav,  M.P.,  Ven.  Archdeacon  Stevens, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Hills,  Mr.  David  Howard,  J.P.,  Mr.  A.  E.  Briscoe  (Principal 
of  the  Institute),  Mr.  A.  Cotgreave  (Chief  Librarian),  and  the  Rev.  T. 
Given  Wilson.  Among  those  also  present,  were  Mr.  J.  J.  Steinitz 
(Electrical  Engineer),  Mr.  B.  Perry,  J. P.,  the  Principals  of  the  London 
and  Battersea  Polvtechnics  and  the  People's  Palace,  the  Rev.  Canon 
Pellv,  the  Rev.  T.  Mosley,  the  Rev.  J.  Watson,  Mr.  S.  Mepham. 
Dr.  G.  Pagenstecher,  Mr!  W.  G.  Acworth,  Mr.  T.  V.  Mills,  Mr.  J. 
Biernacki,  Mr.  R.  J.  Tucker,  Mr.  William  Porter.  Mrs.  H.  Truscott, 
Mr.  A.  Bignell,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hollingsworth.  Mr.  J.  Higham,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Pollev,  Mr.  W.  J.  Warren.  Mr.  F.  G.  Ravment.  Mr.  W.  C.  Plant. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Robertson,  Mr.  R.  L.  Curtis,'  J. P.,  Mr.  W.  A.  Leete. 
Superintendent  Wells,  Mr.  C.  Boardman.  J. P.,  Miss  Hillearv,  Mr.  J. 
Brooks,  Mr.  G.  B.  Gilbert.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bonner,  Mr.  O.  B.  "Dohertv. 
the  Misses  Boardman,  Mr.  G.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  E.  Triggs,  Mrs.  C.  J. 
George,  Mr.  R.  Tarrant,  Mr.  H.  W.  Crow,  Mr.  L.  Crow,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Stursberg,  Mr.  R.  C.  Robinson,  Mr.  J.  V.  Rockley  and  others. 

Alderman  Hay,  who  has  taken  so  great  an  interest  in  this  work, 
was  unfortunately  prevented  from  witnessing  the  opening,  owing  to 
his  absence  in  Germany  at  the  time. 

The  Mayor  said  that  the  nations  of  the  world  had  learned,  and 
were  learning,  the  value  of  technical  instruction  for  young  and  old, 
and  he  was  proud  of  being  the  Mayor  of  a  Borough  that  was  not 
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behind  in  trying  to  stem  the  tide  of  competition,  and  place  it  on 
fair  and  equal  terms  with  other  places.  (Applause.)  To  the  young 
people  the  Corporation  was  now  offering  an  opportunity  to  carry  on 
on  the  work  that  many  people  had  tried  to  carry  on  with  lesser 
opportunities.  If  the  young  people  did  not  use  their  opportunities, 
the  blame  would  not  rest  with  the  Corporation  or  with  the  ratepayers; 
he  trusted  the  offer  that  was  being  made  to  young,  and  to  old  as 
well,  would  be  taken  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  given.  Let  them 
come  here  and  learn,  and  let  the  whole  community  in  West  Ham, 
and  the  world  at  large,  have  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  they  had 
gained.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  was  a  grand  Institution,  and  he  thought 
it  the  finest  building  in  or  around  London  opened  for  the  purpose. 
What  more  fitting,  therefore,  than  that  it  should  be  opened  by  the 
first  free  citizen  of  the  Borough.  (Applause.) 

Alderman  W.  Crow,  J. P.,  as  Chairman  of  the  Technical  Instruction 
and  Libraries  Committee,  made  a  lengthy  statement  dealing  with  the 
history  of  the  Library  and  Technical  Instruction  Movement  in  the 
Borough.  The  Free  Library  poll,  he  said,  was  taken  in  November, 
1890,  when  there  was  a  majority  of  6,418  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Act.  The  Canning  Town  Library  was  opened  in  September,  1893, 
by  Mr.  Passmore  Edwards,  and  Rokeby  House  was  adapted  as  a 
temporary  Library  in  July,  1892.  The  Books  in  the  Central  Library 
numbered  27,933,  and  cost  £4,500;  the  furniture,  too,  had  cost  £2,300, 
and  both  these  sums  had  been  paid  out  of  revenue.  That  day  he 
was  pleased  to  announce  a  gift  of  1,000  volumes — (applause) — from 
Mr.  Passmore  Edwards — (renewed  applause) — and  these  would  be 
added  to  the  number.  The  Library  Movement  had  been  greatly 
appreciated,  as  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  the  library  year 
no  less  than  373,454  volumes  were  issued,  and  the  attendance  in  the 
reading  rooms  was  1,079,805.  (Applause.)  As  to  the  Technical 
Education  question,  the  Act  enabling  the  local  authorities  to  raise  a 
rate  had  only  been  passed  a  short  time  before  the  School  Board 
asked  for  a  conference  on  the  matter.  The  money  from  the  Customs 
and  Excise  duties  was  received  in  1891,  and  the  Council  allowed  it 
to  be  set  aside  for  the  "  Foundation  of  a  Technical  Institute  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Council."  In  1891,  the  Technical  Instruction 
and  Libraries  Committees  were  united,  and  in  March,  1892,  it  was 
decided  that  the  two  buildings  should  be  situated  together.  Informa- 
tion was  sought  from  other  large  Boroughs  as  to  the  requirements 
of  Technical  Schools,  and  the  local  Manufacturers  and  Trade  Societies, 
as  to  the  subjects  that  should  be  taught.  An  open  competition 
resulted  in  Messrs.  Gibson  &  Russell's  plans  being  accepted,  and 
Messrs.  Shillitoe,  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  were  entrusted  with  the  work. 
Their  contract  was  £41,800,  but  the  cost  of  the  land,  etc.,  made  another 
£5,376,  and  additional  works  subsequently  authorized  amounted  to 
£7,777.  For  machinery,  fittings,  furniture,  etc.,  a  sum  of  £10,000  was 
estimated  to  be  spent,  and  for  the  site  of  the  Museum,  £1,200.  The 
latter  building  would  cost  £6,745.  Expenses  in  connection  with 
the  preparation  of  plans,  £4,100.  This  made  up  a  grand  total 
of  £76,998,  from  which  had  to  be  deducted  a  munificent  gift  by 
Mr.  Passmore  Edwards.  (Applause.)  Many  might  ask  how  this  was 
to  be  paid  for?  The  Customs  and  Excise  Act  brought  in  £5,500  per 
annum,  and  this  had  accumulated  to  £40,000,  and  under  the  Corporation 
Act,  this  year,  they  had  obtained  power  to  borrow  £35,000  for  50  years 
at  2£  per  cent.,  which  meant  an  annual  charge  of  £1,296.     He  had 
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taken  many  experts  around  the  building,  and  all  were  loud  in  praise 
of  the  arrangements.  In  the  Institute  and  Library  there  were  over 
70  rooms.  When  they  had  seen  the  building,  he  was  sure  they  would 
join  in  a  chorus  of  praise  of  the  work  of  the  Architects  who  had  done 
so  much  to  form  a  bright  architectural  spot  in  the  East  End.  The 
builders  had  done  their  work  well,  and  there  had  not  been  any  serious 
accident.  The  Clerk  of  the  Works  had  done  his  part  faithfully,  and  he 
thanked  all  who  had  had  to  do  with  the  building. 

In  February,  1898,  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  A.  E.  Briscoe,  then  in 
charge  of  the  Department  of  Physics  and  Electrical  Engineering  at 
Battersea  Polytechnic,  who  is  a  distinguished  graduate  of  the  London 
University  and  of  the  Royal  College  of  Science ;  acting  under  his 
advice,  a  thoroughly  qualified  staff  has  been  appofnted,  numbering 
(including  evening  teachers)  about  50,  and  there  was  already  a  great 
rush  of  students,  an  extraordinary  number  of  entries  having  been 
received.  It  showed  that  we  were  entering  on  a  new  era,  and  that 
this  Municipal  undertaking  was  immensely  popular.  It  is  also  an 
indication  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  as  represented  by  West  Ham, 
is  determined  to  keep  abreast  of  Continental  Nations  in  the  great 
struggle  for  commercial  ascendancy.  It  was  the  earnest  hope  of 
every  member  of  the  Council  that  the  Institute  might  prove  useful 
to  the  rising  generation,  and  that  many  might  find  there  the  help  that 
was  so  much  needed  by  those  who  had  to  earn  their  daily  bread. 
(Applause.) 

The  Principal,  on  behalf  of  the  Staff,  presented  Mr.  Passmore 
Edwards  with  a  handsomely-bound  copy  of  the  scheme  for  the  first 
session's  work,  and  in  doing  so,  remarked  that,  up  to  the  previous 
evening,  they  had  booked  a  total  of  720  students.  Of  these,  150  were 
in  the  Women's  Classes,  and  of  the  remainder,  from  150  to  160  were 
apprentices  taking  advantage  of  the  reduction  of  fees  so  kindly  offered 
to  them  by  the  Council.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  A.  Cotgreave,  Chief  Librarian,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
presented  Mr.  Passmore  Edwards  with  a  beautifully-printed  and 
illustrated  Souvenir,  giving  the  history  of  the  movement,  and  a 
description  of  the  buildings,  and  also  with  a  copy  of  the  general 
catalogue,  and  expressed  the  pride  he  felt,  as  the  Borough  Librarian 
of  West  Ham,  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Library  Association, 
in  being  privileged  to  make  this  presentation  to  one  whose  name  was  so 
highly  venerated  as  that  of  Mr.  Passmore  Edwards.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Passmore  Edwards,  who  was  received  with  loud  applause,  pre- 
faced his  remarks  by  producing  a  bill  announcing  a  lecture  by  him  at 
the  Brickfields  Schoolroom  in  1861,  and  said  that  when  the  Mayor  was 
about  four  months  old,  he  (the  speaker)  had  the  opportunity  of  address- 
ing an  audience  in  West  Ham,  on  "  Trifles.'"  But  West  Ham  was  no 
trifle  ;  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  solid,  splendid  fact.  He  found  also,  from 
information  supplied  by  the  indefatigable  Town  Clerk,  that  at  the  census 
taken  in  1860,  the  population  was  37,639.  It  had  multiplied  enormously 
since  then  ;  it  had  quadrupled  twice,  and  the  population  was  now  nearly 
300,000.  The  progress  had  been  prodigious  and  phenomenal ;  and  if 
West  Ham  went  on  at  the  same  rate  it  would  get  bigger  than  London. 
(Laughter).  He  congratulated  the  Borough  on  the  courageous  civic 
energy  shown  by  the  Corporation.  Great  districts,  richer  than  West 
Ham,  were  far  behind  it.      What  was  the  evidence  of  permanent 
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prosperity  ?  He  saw  it  before  him.  In  the  first  place  they  had  a  round 
dozen  of  great  industries  of  a  varied  kind,  and  though  one  might  decline 
a  little  to-day,  to  rise  again  perhaps  next  year,  in  all  probability  the 
majority  would  be  generally  in  a  fair  condition  of  prosperity.  But  they 
had  one  great  advantage — London.  London  was  their  field  ;  about 
10,000  people  went  from  West  Ham  to  London  every  day.  London  was 
therefore  their  workshop,  and  having  laid  this  broad  foundation,  in  all 
probability  they  would  build  a  solid  superstructure  upon  it.  (Hear, 
hear.)  They  were  assembled  in  a  building  useful  and  ornamental.  It 
was  subject  to  the  popular  control,  and  would,  he  hoped,  be  used  to  very 
great  advantage.  (Applause.)  As  to  the  1,000  volumes  spoken  of, 
there  was  more  in  that  than  appeared  at  first.  They  were  privileged  in 
having  such  a  Principal  of  the  Institute;  they  were  also  privileged  in 
having  Mr.  Cotgreave  as  their  Librarian.  He  had  won  something  like 
a  national  reputation  for  his  inventions  and  library  work,  and  was  now 
endeavouring  to  put  the  library  in  contact  with  all  the  schools  of  the 
district.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  The  intention  was  to  let  each 
school  have  200  volumes  at  a  time  for  circulation  among  the  children, 
and  even  the  recording  angel  himself  could  hardly  tell  the  value  of 
these  books  in  the  children's  hands.  They  had  done  a  lot  for  the  boys 
and  girls  while  at  school;  now  they  were  trying  to  give  them  books 
which  would  assist  them  to  mould  their  lives.  If  West  Ham  carried 
this  out,  it  would  be  copied  by  other  places;  and  it  would  familiarise  the 
people  with  the  penny  library  rate.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause).  As  for 
the  technical  part  of  the  Institute,  he  was  not  an  authority  on  the 
subject ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  as  a  nation  we  were 
now  in  a  peculiar  position  in  the  world  in  regard  to  our  manufactures. 
He  was  building  a  public  library  in  East  Ham,  and  from  some  reports  of 
technical  instruction  work  he  had  received  from  the  architect,  he  found 
that  at  Brun,  in  Austria,  a  place  not  one-sixth  the  size  of  West  Ham, 
£100,000  had  been  spent  on  a  technical  school.  Germany  was  doing 
vastly  more  than  England  in  this  way.  At  Darmstadt  a  school  had 
been  reconstructed  at  a  cost  of  £100,000,  and  at  Berlin  £450,000  had 
been  spent  in  one  building  for  technical  education.  West  Ham  was 
trying  to  keep  up  with  other  countries ;  and  if  other  large  towns  in 
Great  Britain  had  imitated  their  example,  Germany  would  not  be  so  far 
ahead.  But  it  was  not  Germany  he  feared.  There  was  another  and 
still  more  rapidly-expanding  nation — America.  That  country  was 
putting  forth  prodigious  energy  on  sea  and  on  land,  and  last  year,  of  all 
others  in  the  history  of  the  world,  England  was  left  behind  in  her 
maritime  operations.  America  exported  several  million  pounds  worth 
of  goods  more  than  any  other  country.  Looking  all  round,  he  saw 
that,  unless  we  turned  to  the  best  account  the  advantages  and  the 
opportunities  we  had,  we  should  be  left  behind  in  the  race  of  the  nations. 
We  had  opportunities  which  they  had  not.  In  the  first  place,  England 
was  surrounded  by  the  sea ;  in  the  second  place,  our  geographical 
position  was  unique  and  unsurpassed ;  we  were  anchored,  as  it  were, 
between  two  continents  ;  we  had  the  tin  and  the  iron  and  other  things 
under  the  soil,  and  a  hardy  population  on  the  soil,  and  if  we  turned 
our  opportunities  to  advantage  we  should  live  on  for  a  few  centuries  to 
come  in  prosperity  and  happiness.  (Applause.)  Concluding,  he  said 
that,  in  the  name  of  art,  science,  industry,  and  civilization,  he  declared 
the  Institute  open.    (Loud  applause.) 

Alderman  A.  Govier  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Passmore 
Edwards,  saying  that  this  honourable  Borough — if  he  might  call  it 
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honourable — had  but  one  freeman,  and  that  was  Mr.  Edwards.  He 
was  not  a  peer  of  the  realm,  but  a  peer  among  men — (hear,  hear) — 
and  he  (Alderman  Govier)  knew  that  the  proposition  would  receive  the 
heartiest  support.  (Applause.) 

Alderman  M.  Adamson  seconded,  and  mentioned  that  Mr.  Passmore 
Edwards  had  done  a  very  valuable  work  all  over  the  country.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  had  helped  West  Ham  in  its  time  of  need,  and  they  hoped  he 
would  live  for  many  years  to  help  others.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray,  M.P.,  who  supported,  said  that  in  connection  with 
hospital  work  and  education,  Mr.  Passmore  Edwards  was  making  the 
whole  world  his  debtor.  Beyond  the  words  that  had  been  spoken,  they 
were  anxious  to  show  their  gratitude  to  Mr.  Edwards.  To  do  their 
duty  to  him,  and  to  themselves,  they  must  take  care  that  the  Institute 
was  fruitful  of  good  works.  They  had  not  much  money  to  waste  on 
educational  work,  but  they  ought  to  use  a  great  deal  more  than  they 
did  upon  it.  On  every  hand  they  could  see  that  the  Frenchmen,  the 
Germans,  and  the  Austrians,  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  in  the 
excellence  of  their  schools  rested  the  success  of  their  industries.  The 
Technical  Education  Committee  was  wise  in  spending  the  whole  of 
the  whisky  money  on  an  Institute  like  that,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
confer  lasting  benefit  upon  the  young  of  the  Borough.  He  was 
hopeful  that  there  would  be  a  steady  supply  of  students,  and  that 
those  who  joined  would  take  up  the  classes  with  a  determination  to 
use  them  for  their  lasting  benefit,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  district.  He  might  also  hope  that  the  manu- 
facturers would  reap  some  benefit  from  what  they  were  taking  part 
in  that  day.  (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  with  applause. 

Mr.  Passmore  Edwards,  in  reply,  said  we  in  England  had  the 
means,  but  had  not  used  them  to  the  best  advantage.  We  were 
the  best  destroyers  in  the  world;  we  could  knock  a  city  like 
Alexandria  to  smithereens  in  an  hour  or  two.  Our  instruments  of 
destruction  surpassed  those  of  any  other  nation.  What  we  wanted 
now,  were  instruments  of  production  equal  to  those  of  destruction, 
and  then,  no  German  could  beat  us.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  we  spent  a 
quarter  of  the  money  in  education  we  were  now  spending  on  the 
outlying  defences  of  the  country,  we  should  never  be  beaten.  There 
was  an  interior  defence — the  education  of  the  citizens  ;  if  they  were 
not  educated,  our  industries  would  not  be  maintained,  and  our  com- 
merce would  not  flourish,  and  if  our  commerce  did  not  keep  up,  our 
industries  could  not  prosper.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Ven.  Archdeacon  Stevens  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Mayor,  and  in  this  included  all  the  past  Mayors.  He  congratulated 
the  Mayor  most  heartily  on  the  fact  that  during  his  year  of  office 
he  had  the  happiness  to  launch  this  great  work,  a  work  which  was 
fraught  with  so  much  interest  and  pleasure  for  the  rising  generation 
in  West  Ham.  They  had  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  those  connected 
with  him  on  the  Council  for  the  time,  energy,  and  judgment  they  had 
shown,  not  only  as  regarded  the  building,  but  in  the  choice  of  those 
who  were  to  carry  on  the  work.  (Applause.)  As  to  the  suggestion 
that  other  bodies  should  be  called  in,  he,  as  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board,  could  assure  them  that  that  body  had  plenty  of  work  to  do. 
(Laughter,  and  hear,  hear.) 


Alderman  G.  W.  Kidd  seconded,  and  said  thut  if  the  youth  of  the 
Borough  would  take  the  matter  to  heart,  and  act  and  work  as  hard 
as  the  Corporation  would  like  them  to,  it  would  make  them  better 
citizens,  and  better  craftsmen,  and  we  should,  as  a  manufacturing 
place,  be  able  to  retain  the  trade.  (Applause.) 

Alderman  J.  K.  Bethell  briefly  supported,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  unanimously. 

The  Mayor,  in  response,  mentioned  that  thanks  were  due  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  the  Deputy  Town  Clerk,  and  all  the  officials  for  the  way 
they  worked  to  bring  about  a  good  result.  The  Corporation  had 
tried  to  do  their  duty ;  he  appealed  to  the  ratepayers  to  do  theirs, 
and  if  there  was  anyone  who  felt  inclined  to  help  in  a  substantial 
manner,  they  would  only  be  too  glad  to  hear  of  it.  (Laughter  and 
applause.) 

Canning  Town  Branch. 

The  above  branch  library,  designed  by  the  Borough  En- 
gineer, Mr.  Lewis  Angell,  is  almost  as  large  as  the  Central 
and  has  its  own  Reference  library,  etc.,  and  a  staff  of  seven 
Assistants.  It  has  done  and  continues  to  do  good  work,  although 
the  new  Central  Library  has  for  the  moment  taken  some  of  its 
borrowers  away. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  this  library,  as  it  has  already 
been  done  in  previous  reports.  It  may,  however,  be  noted  that 
it  vies  with  the  Central  Library  as  regards  convenient  arrange- 
ments for  the  work  and  for  the  comfort  of  the  readers. 

The  number  of  papers  and  periodicals  taken  is  264.  It  is 
provided  with  both  gas  and  electric  light. 

Plaistow  Hospital,  &c. 

The  Hospital  library  continues  to  be  greatly  appreciated, 
and  has  an  average  issue  ol  50  books  and  papers  per  day.  We 
have  again  to  thank  the  matron,  Miss  Drakard,  for  her  kind 
services  as  honorary  librarian.  This  lady  has  taken  great 
interest  in  the  library,  and  the  order  and  system  of  everything 
under  her  management  is  admirable. 

A  number  of  papers  and  periodicals  have  for  some  time 
past  been  supplied  to  the  West  Ham  Union,  and  a  Library  for 
the  Dagenham  Hospital  is  being  formed. 

Readers  and  Books. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  readers  for  the  year  1898-9 
The       have  comprised  all  classes,  as  a  glance  at  the  visitors 
Readers.     or  a^  the  registers  of  borrowers  will  show.  Good 
conduct  and  conformity  with  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations have  prevailed,  and  cases  of  misbehaviour  have  been 
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rare.  But  few  cases  of  damaged  or  stolen  papers  or  magazines 
have  occurred,  while  out  of  27  vols,  lost,  24  have  been  paid  for 
by  their  respective  borrowers. 

The  method  of  issuing  books  adopted  at  the  West 
System  Ham  Libraries  is  still  one  of  those  most  approved  of, 
of  issue.  several  libraries  having  adopted  it  during  the  last 
year,  and  even  in  some  cases  discarded  their  previous 
system  of  card-charging  or  Open  Access  in  its  favour.  As  there 
has  for  some  time  been  a  little  doubt  raised  as  to  the  com- 
parative advantages  of  open  access  to  the  shelves  and  the  indi- 
cator system  used  at  West  Ham,  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that 
the  Chester  Public  Library  and  the  Bishopsgate  Institute  have 
decided  to  discard  Open  Access  after  giving  it  a  full  trial.  The 
Chester  Library  depends  entirely  upon  the  Indicator  now.  All 
the  London  rate-supported  Libraries,  except  one  or  two,  use  the 
West  Ham  Method,  while  only  one  uses  "  Open  Access."  One 
Library  which  allows  public  access  to  the  shelves  reports 
the  loss  of  50  books  for  last  year,  while  at  another  a  lady 
was  convicted  of  stealing  250  books.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that, 
although  we  do  not  allow  readers  access  to  the  shelves,  they 
have  the  fullest  possible  access  to  the  boohs,  any  number  of 
which  they  can  obtain  for  inspection  by  filling  up  a  simple  form. 

The  books  lost  at  our  own  Libraries  number  27,  of 
Books  Lost,  the  value  of  £3  lis.  lOd.  :  of  these  24  were  paid 

for  by  readers  and  1  was  lost  by  default  of  a 
borrower  who  has  left  the  town.  Only  2  are  missing  without 
trace. 

The  additions  to  the  stock  have  been  5,538.  of  which 
stock       1,605  were  donations.    This  brings  the  total  up  to 
of  Book.     49,880.    Of  these  27.632  are  at  Stratford,  17,360 
at  Canning  Town,  689  at  the  Hospital  Branch,  and 
in  store,  4,149. 

They  may  be  divided  as  follows: — Historical,  Biographical. 
Scientific,  and  other  solid  literature,  30,987  vols.  :  Bound  Maga- 
zines and  other  miscellaneous  works,  mostly  of  an  instructive 
character,  9,800  vols.  :  Fiction,  8,093  vols. 

For  further  particulars  see  table  at  page  31,  also  list  of 
principal  additions  at  pages  18-20. 

The  following   donations   may   be   specially  men- 
Donations,    tioned  :  — J.   Passmore  Edwards  :  Juvenile   works  : 
Dr.  Furnivall :  Wyclif  Society  Publications  :  Mrs. 
Harney:  Annual  Register  and  other  works';  H.M.  Patent  Office  : 
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Abridgments  of  Specifications  of  Patents  ;  Macmillan  &  Co. : 
Scientific  Text-Books ;  Meteorological  Office  Publications : 
Essex  Field  Club  Publications  ;  Institute  of  Naval  Architects : 
Papers,  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  Institute  ;  British  Museum  : 
Publications. 

Library  Publications. 

The  "  Library  Notes "  has  been  extended  and  im- 
Library      proved  and  is  in  much  demand.     .The  quarterly 
Notes.      parts  for  July  and  October  were  bound  together  and 
contained  a  supplementary  catalogue  or  list  of  all 
books  added  to  the  Libraries  since  the  general  catalogues  were 
printed.    Two  new  features  have  been  added  recently,  (1)  a  list 
of  all  the  books  in  the  Library  dealing  with  some  special  science 
or  subject,  (2)  the  stories  appearing  in  current  magazines. 

An  interesting  memento   of  the  opening   of  the 
Souvenir     Library  and  Institute  was,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
of  Opening,    mittee,  prepared  by  the  Chief  Librarian  and  the 
Principal   of   the   Technical   Institute,    and  took 
the    form    of    a    well-illustrated    volume    of    100  pages, 
entitled :    "  A  Souvenir    presented    by    the    Public  Library 
and    Technical    Instruction    Committee    to    J.    P.  Edwards, 
Esq.,    in    commemoration    of    his    opening    the  Technical 
Institute  and  Central  Public  Library  on  October  6th,  1898."  It 
comprised  a  short  history  of  the  district,  an  account  of  the 
library  and  technical  instruction  movement  in  the  borough,  and 
a  description  of  the  new  buildings.    Being  profusely  illustrated 
and  well  printed  on  art  paper,  it  forms  a  fitting  souvenir  of 
a  memorable  occasion. 

A  new  and  comprehensive  catalogue  for  the  Central 
Catalogues.    Lending  Library  will  be  commenced  shortly,  and 

will  be  pushed  forward  vigorously.  A  supple- 
mentary catalogue  for  Canning  Town  Lending  Library  is  now 
in  preparation,  while  new  card-catalogues  for  the  Reference 
Libraries  are  also  in  hand. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  work  connected  with 
subject     the  organization  of  the  new  Central  Library,  the 
index.      progress  of  the  Subject  Index  has  been  much  im- 
peded, as  for  several  months  it  had  to  be  laid  aside 
altogether.    It  is  now,  however,  again  receiving  every  attention, 
and  will  be  completed  in  two  or  three  months.    Owing  to  the 
output  of  new  books  during  this  interval,  it  has  had  to  be 
considerably  enlarged  and  the  price  increased. 
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The  Library  Staff. 

Owing  to  the  increased  work  connected  with  the  new 
library  and  reduction  in  hours  of  duty,  additional  assistants 
have  been  appointed ;  otherwise  there  has  been  little  change 
worthy  of  note,  except  perhaps  that  the  new  assistants  include 
a  young  man  of  considerable  library  experience  and  a  lady 
assistant  who  has  the  special  charge  of  the  Ladies'  Room. 
Generally  considered,  the  staff  continue  to  give  satisfaction  in 
their  work  and  attention  to  the  readers. 

School  Libraries. 

Owing  to  the  cost  of  organizing  the  new  Central  Library,  the 
scheme  for  forming  school  libraries  has  had  to  be  deferred  for 
the  present.  This  is  regrettable,  as  the  great  increase  of 
juvenile  readers  at  the  Borough  Libraries  has  compelled  the 
Committee  to  raise  the  age  limit  from  9  to  11. 

West  Ham  Picture  Exhibition,  1899. 

The  fifth  annual  picture  exhibition  commenced  at  Canning 
Town  on  March  25th,  1899.  The  Mayor,  Mr.  Alderman  Adamson, 
J. P.,  occupied  the  chair. 

The  exhibition  was  declared  open  by  Mr.  Val  Prinsep,  R.A., 
the  celebrated  artist. 

The  exhibition  at  Stratford  was  opened  by  Lord  Welby, 
Chairman  of  the  London  County  Council,  who  in  an  able  speech 
referred  to  the  rapid  growth  of  West  Ham.  Mr.  Councillor 
Alden,  M.A.,  took  the  chair,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  openiDg 
speech,  announced  that  the  attendance  at  the  Canning  Town 
exhibition  reached  a  total  of  74,700  persons. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  were 
in  the  hands  of  Miss  Mabelle  Pearse  and  Mr.  Councillor  Alden, 
who  by  their  united  efforts  were  able  to  bring  together  a  col- 
lection of  250  works  of  art.  Among  the  artists  represented 
were  G.  F.  Watts,  E.  A.  Waterlow,  Sydney  Cooper,  Briton 
Riviere,  J.  Aumonier,  and  a  number  of  others  equally  famous, 
many  of  whom  kindly  lent  their  own  pictures.  The  exhibition 
was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  large  number  of  visitors  who 
came  from  all  parts  of  the  borough  and  adjoining  districts. 

The  visitors  to  the  exhibition  were,  as  in  former  years, 
asked  to  write  down  on  slips  of  paper  the  titles  of  the  pictures 
they  preferred.  The  most  popular  picture,  both  at  Stratford 
and  Canning  Town,  proved  to  be  Rudolph  Blind's  "  Christ  the 
Consoler,"  which  had  733  votes  at  Canning  Town  and  1,158  at 
Stratford. 

The  attendance  at  Stratford  reached  57,049,  making  a  total 
of  131,749. 
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Principal  Additions  during  the 
Year  1898-9. 


Allen  (J.  P.),  Practical  Building 

Construction. 
Anderson  (W.),  Pictorial  Arts  of 

Japan. 

Annual  Register,  1758-89. 
Argosy,  from  vol.  I.,  1865. 
Art  Union,  from  vol.  I.,  1839. 
Audsley  (W.  &  G.),  Polychromatic 

Decoration. 
Barnes  (D.  L.),  and  Whitridge 

(J.  C),  Modern  Locomotives. 
Bartley   (G.    C.    T.),    Tr.%  The 

Rhine,  from  its  Source  to  the 

Sea. 

Belgravia,  from  vol.  I.,  1867. 

Bertin  (G.),  Grammars  of  Lan- 
guages of  Cuneiform  Inscriptions. 

Besant  (W.),  South  London. 

Bewick  (Thomas),  Memoir. 

Bjorling  (P.  R.),  Construction  of 
Pump  Details. 

—  Handbook  on  Pump  Construc- 
tion. 

—  Pumps  and  Pump  Motors. 
Boase     (F.),     Modern  English 

Biography. 
Bowes  (J.  L.),  Japanese  Marks  and 
Seals. 

Brain,    a  Journal  of  Neurology, 

from  Vol.  I.  1878-9. 
Bridges  (Robert),  Plays. 
British  Museum  Catalogue. 
Bryce    (J.),   Complete    Atlas  of 

Modern  Geography. 

—  Impressions  of  South  Africa. 
Bedell  (F.),  and  Crehore  (A.  C  ), 

Alternating  Currents. 
Carter   (J.),   Ancient  Sculpture 

and  Painting  in  England. 
Cassell's  Family  Lawyer. 

—  Family  Magazine,  from  vol.  I. , 
1875. 


Catlin  (G  ),  Manners  and  Customs 
of  North  American  Indians. 

Centlivre  (Mrs. ), Dramatic  Works. 

Chambers's  Journal,  from  vol.  I., 
1832. 

Cicognara    (Count),    Works  of 

Antonio  Canova. 
Clark  (D.  K.),  Tramways:  their 

Construction  and  Working. 
Cotterill  (J.  H.),  Steam  Engine 

as  a  Thermodjmamic  Machine. 
Cowper  (F.),  Sailing  Tours. 
Crane  (W.),  The  Basis  of  Design. 
Credland  (W.  R.),  Days  Off. 
Croston    (J.),   Historic  Sites  of 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire. 

—  Nook  and  Corners  of  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire. 

Darwin  (L.),  Bimetallism. 

De  Windt  (H.),  Through  the  Gold 

Fields  of  Alaska. 
Dobson  (A.),  Proverbs  in  Porcelain. 
Donkin  (B.),  Heat  Efficiency  of 

Steam  Boilers. 
Eissler  (M. ),  Handbook  on  Modern 

Explosives. 
Ewing   (J.),    Steam    Engine  and 

other  Heat-Engines. 
Fidler  (T.  C),  Treatise  on  Bridge 

Construction. 
Fitzgerald    (P.),    London  City 

Suburbs. 

Foster  (J.),  Oxford  Men,  1880- 
1892. 

—  Oxford  Men  and  their  Colleges. 
Freeman  (R.  A.),  Travels  and  Life 

in  Ashanti  and  Jaman. 
Fuller  (J.),  Art  of  Coppersmith- 
ing. 

Galton  (F. ),  Finger  Prints. 
George  (H.),  Science  of  Political 
Economy. 


1 


0 


Greene  (W.  T.),  Parrots  in 
Captivity. 

Grego  (J.),  Rowlandson  the  Carica- 
turist. 

Grose  (F.),  and  Astle  (T.),  Anti- 
quarian Repertory. 

Guillemin  (A.),  Applications  of 
Physical  Forces. 

—  Forces  of  Nature. 
Habershon  (W.  G.),  Records  of 

Old  London. 
Harrison  (J.  E.),  and  MacColl(D.  ), 

Greek  Vase  Paintings. 
Hill  (G.  B.),   Footsteps  of  Dr. 

Johnson. 

Hodgkin  (J.  E.  &  E.),  Examples  of 
Early  English  Pottery. 

Holmes  (T.),  and  Hulke  (J.  W.), 
System  of  Surgery. 

Hutton  ( W .  S. ) ,  Practical  En gineer's 
Handbook. 

Ibsen  (Henrik),  Prose  Dramas. 

Jamieson  (A.),  Text  Book  on  Steam 
and  Steam  Engines. 

Jerrold  (Douglas),  Cakes  and  Ale. 

Kluge  (F.),  Etymological  Diction- 
ary of  the  German  Language. 

Lagroix  (P.),  Manners,  Customs, 
and  Dress  in  the  Middle  Ages. 

—  Science  and  Literature  in  the 
Middle  Ages. 

Landor  (A.  H.  S.),  In  the  Forbid- 
den Land 

Lang  (A.),  Making  of  Religion. 

Lazarus  (H.),  English  Revolution 
of  the  20th  Century. 

Leading  Men  of  London. 

Leland  (C.  G.),  Etruscan  Roman 
Remains. 

Lewes  (G.  H.),  History  of  Phi- 
losophy. 

Littre   (E.),   Dictionnaire  de  la 

Langue  Francaise. 
Loetie  (W.  J.),  London  City. 
McCarthy  (J.  H  ),   The  French 

Revolution. 

—  Story  of  Gladstone's  Life. 
Mackenzie  (W.  W.),  and  Johnson 

(S.  G.),  Arnold's  Law  relating  to 
Municipal  Corporations. 
MacMorran  (A.),  and  Lushington 
(S.  G.),  Lumley's  Public  Health 
Acts. 

Mallock  (W.  H.),  Aristocracy  and 

Evolution. 
Mason  (R.  H),  History  of  Norfolk. 


!  .fT.AT.THEJ.vs  <B.).  Bookbindings:  Old 
$and  ]>;ew. 

Meteorological  Society  Reports. 

Mjl.,/k  (w.)jj  P'astciing:  Plain 
and  DeoOxT.tive. 

Miller  (Hugh),  Complete  Works. 

Mind,  a  Review  of  Psychology  and 
Philosophy,  from  vol.  I.,  1876. 

Morris (W.),  Poems  and  Romances 

Muller  (Max),  Collected  Works. 

National  Portrait  Gallery  of  Dis- 
tinguished Americans. 

Nature,  from  vol.  I.,  1869. 

New  Review,  from  vol.  I.,  1889. 

Nicholson  (A.),  &  Lydekker  (R.), 
Manual  of  Palaeontology. 

O'Brien  (R.  B.),  Life  of  Charles 
Stewart  Parnell. 

Ormerod  (G.),  History  of  the 
Count}'  and  City  of  Chester. 

Patents  :  Abridgments  of  Specifica- 
tions. 

Pearson  (C.  H.),  Historical  Maps 

of  England 
Petrie  (W.  M.  F.),  Tell  El  Hesy 

(Lachish). 
Pfeiffer  (L. ),  Novitates  Concho- 

logicae. 

Preston  (T.),  Theory  of  Heat. 

—  Theory  of  Light. 

Pugin    (A.),  Examples  of  Gothic 

Architecture. 
Pctgin  (A.  W.),  Detaile  of  Antient 

Timber  Houses  of  the  15th  and 

16th  Centuries. 

—  Gothic  Ornaments  of  the  15th 
and  16th  Centuries. 

Rankine  (W.  J.  M.),  Manual  of 

Civil  Engineering. 
Rayleigh  (Baron),  Theory  of  Sound. 
Reed  (Sir  E.  J.),  Treatise  on  the 

Stability  of  Ships. 
Romanes  (G.  J.),  Life  and  Letters. 
Seaton  (A.  E.),  Manual  of  Marine 

Engineering. 
Selotjs  (F.  C),  A  Hunter's  Wander- 
ings in  Africa. 
Shakespeare  (W.),  Plays  (Temple 

Shakespeare) . 
Shaw  (George),  General  Zoology. 
Shaw  (G.  B.),  Plays  :  Pleasant  and 

Unpleasant. 
Shaw  (H.),  Details  of  Elizabethan 

Architecture. 
!   —  Dresses  and  Decorations  of  the 
!      Middle  Ages. 
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Shaw  (H.),  "^.lcyolopaylia  of  Orna 
ment. 

Simpson  {W.%  Buddhist  Praying 
Wheel. 

Slagg  (C).  Water  Engineering. 
Smith  (A.  M.',  Encyclopaedia  of 

Gold  and   Silver  Coins   of  the 

World. 

Stanley  (A.  P.),  Historical 
Memorials  of  Westminster 
Abbey. 

Stephens  (G.),  Handbook  of 
Old  Northern  Runic  Monu- 
ments. 

Stephens  (H.  M.),  History  of  the 

French  Revolution. 
Studio  (The),  from  vol  I.,  1893. 
Sutcliffe  (G.  W.),  Steam  Power 

and  Mill  Work. 
Taylor  (D.    W.),   Resistance  of 

Ships  and  Screw  Propulsion. 
Thompson  (S.  P.),  Electricity  and 

Magnetism. 
Traill  (T.  W.),  Chain  Cables  and 

Chains. 


Tripp  (F.  E.).  Briiish  Mosses,  their 
Homes,  Aspects,  Utes. 

Unwin  (W.  C),  Testing  of  Mate- 
rials of  Construction. 

Waite  (A.  E.),  Hermetic  aud 
Alchemical  Writings  of  Para- 
celsus. 

Walpole    (Spencer),   History  of 

England,  from  1815. 
Whitaker  (J.),  Reference  Cata- 
logue of  Current  Literature. 
White  (W.  H.),  Manual  of  Naval 

Architectui  e. 
Winkles  (B.),  Cathedral  Churches 

of  England  and  Wales. 
—  French  Cathedrals. 
Wolff  (A.  R.),  The  Windmill  as  a 

Prime  Mover. 
Wood  (W.)  and  West  wood  (J.  0.), 

Index  Entomologicus. 
Woodward    A.  S  ),   Outlines  of 

Vertebrate  Palaeontology. 
WyclifFe  Society  Publications. 
Yonge    (C.    M.),    Cameos  from 

English  History. 
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List  of  Donors. 


Books. 


VOLS. 

Agent-Gen.  for  West  Australia  1 
Andrews  &  Co.,  Durham  ...  1 
Atkins  (Rev.  A.  C),  Plaistow  4 

Belleroche  (E.)   2 

Bennett  (Miss  L.),  West  Hani  10 
Bosworth    (G.    F.,  Author), 
Walthamstow         ...       ...  1 

Bott  &  Co. ,  London    ...       ...  1 

British  Columbia  Government 

Agency    2 

British  Museum  ...        ...  8 

Browne  &  Co. ,  London         ...  1 
Buckley  (T.  J.  W.),  London...  2 
Caledonian  Railway  Company  1 
Cheetham  (Dr.  S.  W.)  Forest 
Gate    ...       ...       ...       ...  1 

Church  Lads' Brigade ...       ...  1 

Coe   (C  C,  Author),  Bourne- 
mouth ...       ...        ...       ...  1 

College  of  Preceptors,  Loudon  1 
Cotgreave  (A.),  West  Ham  ...  2 
Crisp  (F.  A.,  Author),  Denmark 

Hill,  S.E   1 

Crooklai.ds(J. ,  Author),  Lond  on  1 
Crosby,  Lock  wood  &  Son  ...  1 
Carrie  (Donald),  London  ...  1 
Dougal  &  Co.,  London  ...  1 
East  (Councillor),  Canning- 
Town    1 

Edwards  (J.  Passmore),  Lon- 
don, W   1,000 

Emigrants'  Information  Office, 
London         ...       ...       ...  1 

Essex  Field  Club    28 

Friends'    Tract  Association, 
London         ...       ...       ...  1 

Fiver  (A.  C,  Author),  Clifton, 

Bristol    2 

Furnivall  (Dr.  F.),  London  ...  37 
Gentleman,  per  Mr.  Councillor 

Billows    1 

Glashier  (W.  R.  M.),  Black- 
heath,  S.E   5 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany   7 

Greenwood  (W.  N..  Author), 
Lancaster      ...       ...       ...  2 

Guildhall  Library  Committee, 
London         ...        ..        ...  3 

Harney  (Mrs.>,  Richmond-on- 

Thames    69 

Hatcher  (A.  W.),  Stratford  ...  1 


VOLS. 

Hatcher  (S.  A.),  Forest  Gate...  1 
Hawkes  (H. ,  Librarian),  Hol- 
born,  London  ...       ...  1 

Her  Majesty's  Patent  Office, 
London         ...        ...        ...  754 

High  Commissioner  of  Canada  1 
Hughes  (C),  Forest  Gate  ...  14 
Institute  of  Marine  Engineers, 

Stratford    2 

Institute  of  Naval  Architects, 
London         ...  ...  17 

"Liberty  Review"  Publishing 
Company       ...       ...       ...  4 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce  1 
London  County  Council  ...  1 
London  Directory  Company  ...  2 

London  School  Board   2 

London     University  Corres- 
pondence College     ...       ...  2 

Macmillan  &  Co.,  London     ...  74 
Meteorological  Office,  London  25 
Methuen  &  Co. ,  London       ...  1 
Mitchell  &  Co.,  London        ...  1 
National        Anti  -  vivisection 

Society,  London  ...  4 

Ontario  Government  Agency, 
Liverpool      ...        ...        ...  4 

Peck  &  Co. ,  Birmingham      ...  1 
Peirson     (Lennox,  Author), 
London,  W.  ...        ...       ...  1 

Peyster    (General    de),  New 

York   2 

Prver  (W.  S.,  Author),  Forest 

Gate   1 

Sadler    (R. ,    Author),  Cold- 
harbour,  Surrey      ...       ...  3 

Sell  (H.  &  Co.),  London        ...  4 

Sharp  (T. ),  Plaistow   5 

Smith  (E.  W.,  Author),  Luck- 
now  India    ...       ...        ...  1 

Stevens  (Archdeacon), Stratford  2 
Sutton  &  Sons,  Reading       ...  2 
Trinity  College.  London       ...  2 
University  Correspondence 
College,  Cambridge ...       ...  2 

Ward  &  Co. ,  Forest  Gate  ...  ] 
Weeden  (A.  L.),  Stratford  ...  1 
Welch  (C),  Guildhall,  London  1 
West  Ham  Corporation         ...  3 

Willing  (J.),  London   2 

Willmore  (E. ,  Author).  Forest 
Gate    ...       ...       ...       ...  1 
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Catalogues  and  Reports  of  Public  and 
other  Libraries. 


Where  merely  the  name  of  the  town 
the  library  is  a  public  one 

Aberdeen. 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 
Aston  Manor. 

Ayr  (Carnegie  Public  Library). 
Barrow-in-Furness. 
Bingley. 
Birmingham. 
Blackburn. 
Blackpool. 
Bolton. 
Bootle. 

Boston,  U.S.A. 
Bournemouth. 
Bradford. 
Brentford. 
Brighton. 
Bristol. 

Bromley  (Kent). 
Burlington,  Vermont,  U.S.A. 

(Fletcher  Free  Library). 
Cambridge. 
Cardiff. 
Carlisle. 
Cheltenham. 

Chicago,  U.S.A.  (John  Crerar  Li 

brary) . 
Chiswick. 
Clitheroe. 
Cork. 
Croydon. 
Derby. 
Doncaster. 
Dundee. 
Dunkinfield. 
Ealing. 
Eastbourne. 

Exeter  (Albert  Memorial  Library). 
Glasgow  : — 

Baillie's  Institution  Library. 
Gosport  and  Alverstoke. 
Creat  Yarmouth, 
Hamilton,  U.S.A. 
Hanley. 

Hindley  (Ley land  Public  Library). 
Holyhead. 
Hove. 
Hull. 
Hyde. 
Kettering. 
Kidderminster. 
Kingston-upon-Thames. 
Lan  caster. 
Leamington. 


or  locality  is  given,  it  signifies  that 

bearing  the  same  name. 

Leeds. 

Leek. 

Leicester. 

Leyton. 

Lincoln. 

Liverpool. 

London : — 

Battersea. 

Bethnal  Green. 

Bishopsgate  Institute. 

Clapham. 

Cripplegate  Institute. 

Hammersmith. 

Harlesden. 

Holborn. 

Kilburn. 

Newington. 

Penge. 

Poplar. 

Putney. 

Rotherhithe. 

St.  Bride's  Foundation  Institute. 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  W. 
St.  Giles'. 

St.  Martin-in-the-Fields. 

St.  Marylebone. 

St.  Saviour's,  Southwark. 

Stoke  Newington. 

Streatham 

Willesden  Green. 
Longton. 
Loughborough. 
Manchester. 

Massachusetts  (Lowell  City 

Library). 
Massachusetts  (Salem  Public 

Library). 
Michigan.  U.S.A.  (Grand  Rapids 

Library). 
Middle  Claydon. 
Middlesborough. 
Newark-on-Trent. 
Newberry. 

Newcastle- under-Lyme. 

New  York,  U.S.A. 

New  York  (University  Club 

Library). 
Norwich. 

Norwich,     U.S.A.      (Otis  Free 

Library). 
Nottingham. 

Nottingham  (Mechanics'  Institute). 
Oldbury. 
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Oldham. 

Oxford  (Bodleian). 

Paterson  City,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. 

Peoria,  U.S.A. 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth. 

Preston. 

Reading. 

Redruth. 

Richmond-on-Thames. 
Runcorn. 

St.  Helen's,  Lancashire. 

St.  Louis,  U.S  A. 

Sale  and  Ashton-on-Mersey. 

Salford. 


Sheffield. 

Smethwick. 

Southampton. 

Southport. 

Sowerby  Bridge. 

Stafford. 

Twickenham. 

Walthamstow. 

Watford. 

West  Bromwich. 

Wigan. 

Wimbledon. 

Wolverhampton. 

York. 


Miscellaneous  Pamphlets  and  Reports. 


Agent-General   for  Western  Aus- 
tralia. 

Anti-Bounty  League,  London. 
Anti-Gambling  League. 
Architectural  Association,  London. 
Atkins  {Rev.  A.  C.),  Plaistow. 
Blackburn  (F.  C. ),  Stratford. 
British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

Canning    Town     Charity  Sports 

Association. 
Carnegie  (A.,  Author),  Scotland. 
Cassell  &  Co.,  London. 
Cobden  Club,  London. 
Cornwall  County  Council. 
D}Tason  (J.  S.),  London. 
Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  London. 
Goss  (C.  W.  F.),  Lewisham. 
Gould  (J.  C,  Author),  Loughton, 

Essex. 

Harney     (Mrs.),  Richmond-on- 
Thames. 

H.  M.  Stationer v  Office,  London. 


Institute    of    Marine  Engineers, 

Stratford. 
Library     Association  Education 

Committee,  London. 
London  School  Board. 
Municipal    Officers'  Association, 

London. 

National  Anti- Vivisection  Society. 
Ontario  Government  Agency.  Liver- 
pool. 

Peirson  (D. ,  Author),  London. 

Peyster  (General  de),  New  York. 

Plant  (A.),  East  Ham. 

Single  (T.),  Stratford. 

Society    for     the    Prevention  of 

Cruelty  to  Children. 
South     Place     Ethical  Society, 

London. 

Turner  (F.  A.,  {Author),  Brentford. 
West  Ham  Hospital. 
West  Ham  Poor  Law  Union. 
Wright  (W.  II.  K.,  Author),  Ply- 
mouth. 


Periodicals. 


Alden  (Councillor  P.),  Canning 
Town.  "  Mansfield  House  Maga- 
zine. " 

Buck  (H.  A. ) ,  Stratford.  « '  Church 
Times." 

Bumpus  (J.  &  E.),  jondon. 
"  Literary  News." 

Crow  ( Mrs. ),  Stratford.    ' '  Wings. : " 

Cummins  (W.H.),  Canning  Town. 
"Bible  Advocate." 

Foster  (Rev.  J.),  Plaistow.  "  Help- 
ing Hand." 


Fresby     (A.),    Canning  Town. 

"  Brotherhood." 
Hills    (A.    F.),    Canning  Town. 

"  Thames  Iron  Works  Gazette.'" 
Noble  (S.R.).  London.  "National 

Cyclists'  Union  Journal." 
Single  (T.),  Stratford.  "English 

Churchman. " 
Trevail   (S.),    Truro.  "Cornwall 

County  Council  Statistics." 
Tucker  (G. ),  West  Ham.   "  Cadets' 

Own." 


N.B. — A  large  number  of  periodicals  presented  by  the  Publishers  will 
be  found  in  the  list  of  papers  and  periodicals  taken,  denoted  thus  * 


List  of  Newspapers  and  Periodicals. 


The  Asterisk  (*)  before  the  name  of  any  paper  denotes  that  it  is  supplied 
to  the  Library  by  the  publisher,  or  some  other  donor,  free  of  charge. 


Daily. 


Birmingham  Post 
Daily  Chronicle  ... 
Daily  Graphic 
Daily  Mail 
Daily  News 
Daily  Telegraph  . . . 

Echo   

Evening  News  ... 
Evening  Standard 
Freeman's  Journal 
Glasgow  Herald  . . . 
Globe 

Irish  Times 
Journal  des  Debats 
Leeds  Mercury   . . . 
Liverpool  Courier 
London  Morning... 


"3 

o 

S 

a 

a 

3 

i 

U 

o 

1 

1 

Manchester  Guardian 

3 

3 

Morning  Advertiser 

2 

2 

1 

Morning  Leader  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Morning  Post 

2 

3 

2 

National  Zeitung 

1 

3 

3 

Nottingham  Express 

1 

2 

2 

Pall  Mall  Gazette 

1 

2 

2 

St.  James's  Gazette 

Scotsman  ... 

1 

Shipping  Gazette 

1 

Standard  ... 

.  2 

Star 

2 

Sun   

2 

Times   

Western  Mail 

1 

Westminster  Gazette 

I 

Weekly, 


Academy... 
*  Alliance  News  ... 

1 

*  Blackpool  Herald 

*  Blackpool  Times 
Boy's  Own  Paper 

^British     and  Colonial 

1 

1 

1 

Amateur  Gardening 

1 

1 

1 

Architect 

I 

1 

*  Aspirant... 

1 

1 

Printer  and  Stationer 

1 

Athenaeum 

1 

1 

British     and  Colonial 

Athletic  News  

2 

2 

Printer  and  Stationer 

*  Australian  Trading  Wor  ld 

I 

^British  Architect 

'•'Bakers'  Times  ... 

1 

*  British  Australasian 

Barking  Advertiser 
*Barking  Advertiser 

2 

British  Journal  of  Pho- 

1 

tography 

*Bible  Advocate  ... 

1 

1 

*British  Medical  Journal 

1 

Black  and  White 

1 

1 

*  Broad  Arrow 

25 


C 

s 
g 

O 

— 

Builder  ... 

1 

Builders'  Journal 

1 

— 

Building  News  ... 
*  Canadian  Gazette 

1 

2 

— 

Cardiff  Times   

1 

— 

*  Carpenter  and  Builder... 
Cassell's  Saturday  Journal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'Catholic  Times  ... 

Chemical  News ... 

1 

1 

'Christian 

1 

— 

Christian  World 

Church  Times  ... 

1 

'Church  Weekly 

1 

'Citizen  ... 

City  Press 
'Civilian  ... 

- 

1 

'Civil  Service  Gazette  ... 

1 

1 

Clarion  ... 

2 

'Consular  Journal 

— 

1 

Contract  Journal 

1 

'Co-operative  News 

'Country  Sport  ... 

1 

Cycling  

'Dalton's     House  and 

1 

1 

Apartment  Advertiser 

1 

1 

Detroit  Free  Press 

— 

'Drapers'  Record 

— 

Drapers'  Record 
'East  End  News  (Wed.) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

'East  End  News  (Friday) 

— 

Eastern  Counties  Times 

2 

— 

Jiast  Warn  JLcno 

1 

East  London  Advertiser 

— 

East   London  Observer 

— 

Electrical  Engineer 

Electrical  Review 

1 

1 

Electrician 

— 

'Electrician 

1 

— 

Engineer... 

1 

1 

Engineering 

1 

1 

^English  Churchman 

1 

— 

English  Mechanic 

1 

1 

Era   

1 

1 

Essex  County  Chronicle 

o 

-CibotJA.  v>OUIlty        111  OillClti 

l 

'Essex  Courier  ... 

2 

'Essex  Times 

1 

'Essex  Weekly  News  ... 

Essex  Weekly  News   . . . 

1 

2 

Ethical  World  

1 

Exchange  and  Mart 

3 

3 

Fairplay  ... 

1 

1 

j~ 
a 

a> 

O 

'Family  Churchman 
'Farm,  Field  and  Fireside 

1 

1 

1 

Field   

1 

Fishing  Gazette...        .  . 

1 

1 

Forest     Gate  Weekly 

News  ... 

2 



'Jborest     Gate  Weekly 

News  ... 

1 

'Fortnight   

'Freethinker 

1 

i 

i 

Fun  .   

1 

1 

Garden  ... 

1 

Gardener's  Chronicle  ... 

1 

1 

'Gas  World   

— 

1 

Gentlewoman  ... 

1 

1 

Girl's  Own  Paper 
'Good  lemplar  s  Watch- 

1 



word  ... 

1 



Graphic  ... 

2 

2 

Urrocer   and.   Uil  Irade 

Review 

1 

1 

Guardian 

1 

Hearth  and  Home 

1 

*  TT    11  J  • 

'riollandia 

1 

Home  Chat 

1 

— 

Home  Notes 

— 

'Hospital... 

1 

2 

Illustrated  London 

News  ... 

2 

2 

'Illustrated  Official  Jour- 

nal (Patents)  ... 

1 

I 

'India-rubber  and  Gutta- 

percha Trades  Journal 

— 

1 

'Industries  and  Iron 

1 

— 

Industries  and  Iron 

— 

1 

'Insurance  Monitor 

1 

1 

Invention 

1 

1 

'Irish  Bits 

1 

— 

*Irish  Society   

1 

— 

Iron  and  Steel  Trades 

Journal 

— 

1 

*  Jewish  World  ... 

1 

Johannesburg  Standard 
and  Diggers'  News  ... 

1 

Journal  of  (Tasli^litin^ 

1 

Journal  of  Horticulture 

Judy 

1 

1 

Justice  ... 

1 

'Justice  ... 

1 

Labour  Leader  ... 

1 

1 

Labour  News  ... 

Lady 

1 
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Lady's  Pictorial 
Lancet  ... 

*  Ley  ton  Advertiser 
*Leytonstone  Advertiser 
*Leytonstone  Express  ... 

Leytonstone  Express  ... 

*  Licensing  World 
Literary  World... 
Literature 

Lloyd's   Weekly  News 
*Local  (Government 
Chronicle 
Local  (Government 
Journal 

*  London  Argus  ... 
London  Argus  ... 

*  London    School  Board 

Report 
"Madame  ... 

*  Mechanical  World 
Mechanical  World 
Moonshine 

Municipal  Journal  and 

London 
Nature  ... 

*  Naval     and  Military 

Record 
Naval     and  Military 

Record 
Navy  and  Army  Illus- 
trated ... 

*New  Century  ... 

*New  Ireland 
Newsagent  &  Bookseller 
News  of  the  Week 
Notes  and  Queries 
Pearson's  Weekly 
People 

*Phonetic  Journal 
Photographic  News 
Poultry  

*Presbyterian 

*  Public  Health  Engineer 
Public  Opinion  ... 

"Publishers'  Circular  ... 
Punch 
Queen 

Railway  Record 

*  Railway  Review 

*  Reynold's  Newspaper  ... 

*  Richmond  and  Twicken- 

ham Times   


Branch . 

| 

8 

0 

3 

E 

a 

1 

Sanitary  Record 

— 

Saturday  Review 

1 

1 

— 

Schoolmaster 

1 

1 

— 

Schoolmistress  ... 

1 

1 

1 

*Shoe  &  Leather  Record 

— 

1 

2 

Shoe  &  Leather  Record 

1 

— 

— 

Sketch   

1 

— 

1 

— 

South  Africa 

South  London  Press  ... 

} 

— 

1 

*South  London  Press  ... 

— 

1 

* Southend  Echo   

— 

1 

1 

Spectator 

1  v 

1 

Spinning  Wheel 
*  Staff  ordshire  Advertiser 

1 

— 

1 

Stage 

*  Stock  Exchange  Gazette 
*Stock  and  Share  News... 

} 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Stock-keeper 

\ 





*Stock-keeper 

— 

1 

— 

Stratford  Express  (Wed.) 

o 

1 

'Stratford  Express  (Wed.) 

\ 

1 

Stratford  Express  (Sat.) 
*  Stratford  Express  (Sat.) 

2 

2 
1 

1 

*  Sunday  Times  ... 

— 

1 

1 

* Syren 

Tablet   

— 
1 

1 
1 

— 

Teachers'  Aid  ... 

1 

1 

Temperance  Record  ... 

— 

1 

1 

♦Timber  

*  Timber  Trades  Journal 

1 
1 

1 

— 

— 

Timber  Trades  Journal 

— 

1 

1 

To-day  

1 

1 

Truth   

1 

1 

— 

*  University  Correspon- 

dent ... 

2 

1 

1 

*  Vegetarian 

1 

1 

— 

Volunteer  Record 

1 

1 

*  Walthamstow  and  Ley- 

1 

ton  Herald 

1 

— 

*  Warehousemen  and 

— 

Draper 

1 

— 

*  Warehouseman  and 

Draper 

— 

1 

1 

*  Weekly  Dispatch 
Weekly  Register 

1 

i 

2 

Weekly  Sun 

Weekly     Times  and 

1 

Echo  

1 

1 

*West    Ham  Guardian 

1 

(Wednesday  Edition) 
West    Ham  Guardian 

2 

(Wednesday  Edition) 

5 

3 
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1  West    Ham  Guardian 
(Saturday  Edition)  ... 
West    Ham  Guardian 
(Saturday  Edition)  ... 
"West  Ham  Herald 
West  Ham  Herald 
'West  Ham  Town  Council 
Reports  of  Committees, 
Minutes,  and  Agenda 


*  Wheeling 
Wheeling 

*  Woman  ... 
Woman  ... 

*  Woman's  Signal 

Work   

World   

Yachtsman 


Monthly. 


"Abstainers'  Advocate  ... 
■'Agricultural  Economist 

Aldersgate 

Animals'  Friend 

Antiquary 

Argosy  ... 

*  Arms  and  Explosives  . . . 
Army  List 

Art  Journal 

Badminton  Magazine  ... 
*Band  of  Hope  Chronicle 

Belgravia   

Blackwood's  Magazine 

Bookman 

Bookseller 

*Book  World   

Boy's  Own  Paper 

*  Brotherhood 

*  Cadets'  Own   

Cassell's  Magazine 
Cassier's  Magazine 
Century  Magazine 
Chambers's  Journal    . . . 

*Child's  Guardian 

*  Church  Intelligencer  ... 

*  Clark's    Civil  Service 

Examiner 
*Concord  ... 
Contemporary  Review 
Cornhill  Magazine 
^Cornwall   Sanitary  Re- 
port 

*  Deceased  Seamen 
*East    and   West  Ham 

Critic  

Educational  Review  ... 
*Educational  Review  ... 
English  Illustrated  Mag- 
azine ... 
*English  Woman 


Ex  Libris  Society  Journal 

Expositor 
*Faraday  House  Journal 
*Fire  and  Water 

Fortnightly  Review  ... 
*Free  and  Open  Church 
Advocate       ...  .... 

*Free  SundajT  Advocate 

Gentleman's  Magazine 

Geographical  Journal  . . . 

Girl's  Own  Paper 

Good  Words 

Harmsworth  Magazine 

Harper's  Magazine 
*Helping  Hand  ... 
*Hotel   

*  Humanit  y 

Idler   

I.L.P.  News   

*  Insurance  Agents'  Re- 

view ... 
Inventors'  Assistant  ... 

*  Inventors'  Review 

*  Journal  of  State  Medi- 

cine 

*  Journal  of  the  Clerks  of 

Works  Association  . . . 
Knowledge 

*  Labour  Gazette... 

Lady's  Realm  

Leisure  Hour  .. 

*  Literary  Guide  ... 

*  Literary  News  

Longman's  Magazine  ... 
Macmillan's  Magazine... 
Magazine  of  Art 

*Mansfield    House  Mag- 
azine ... 
*Marine  Engineer 
Marine  Engineer 
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"3 

9 

c 

V 

| 
a 

2 
B 

a 
s* 

Q 

m 

O 

— 

oa 

*  Modern  Medicine 

1 

Quiver 

j 

*Musical  Herald... 

1 

Review  of  Reviews 

j 

I 

*Musical  Times  ... 

1 

I 

Royal  Magazine 

I 

I 

Myra's  Journal ... 
*  National  Cyclists'  Union 

1 

1 

Science  Gossip  ... 
Scribner's  Magazine 

*  Shepherd's  Magazine  ... 

*  Social  Democrat 

I 

I 



Review 

3 





I 

*National  Friendly  So- 



I 

cieties'  Review 

1 



Social  Democrat 

1 

I 

National  Review 

1 

1 

*Son  of  Temperance 

I 

I 

Natural  Science 

1 

1 

*  State  Correspondent  ... 

I 

I 

*New  Church  Magazine 

1 

Strand  Magazine 

I 

I 

Nineteenth  Century 

*  Stratford  Co-operator 

I 

Magazine 

1 

1 

Studio 

I 

I 

*  Orchestral  Association 

*Sugar 



I 

Gazette 

1 



Sunday  at  Home 

I 

I 

*Otis  Library  Bulletin  ... 

1 

Sunday  Magazine 

I 

*Our  Sisters 

1 



Teachers'  Monthly 

I 

*Oxford  Shorthand 

*  Technical       Educat  ion 

Chronicle 



1 

Gazette 

I 

1 

Pall  Mall  Magazine 

1 

1 

Temple  Bar 

I 

1 

Pearson's  Magazine 

1 

1 

Temple  Magazine 
*Travel 

1 



Photogram 
*  Plumber  and  Decorator 

1 

1 

I 

— 

1 

Westminster  Review  ... 

*Positivist  Review 

1 

1 

Wide- World  Magazine. . . 

Poster 

1 

Windsor  Magazine 

1 

Practical  Photographer 

1 

*  Wings 

1 

Printing  World 
*  Protestant  Observer    . . . 

1 

1 

Young  Man 

1 

Young  Woman  ... 
*Zo6philist   

Protestant  Observer  ... 

1 

1 

Quarterly. 


*  Academic  Gazette 

1 

Archa3ologicai  Journal . . . 

1 

Brain 

1 

Dublin  Review  ... 

1 

1 

Edinburgh  Review 
*Emigration  Circulars  ... 
*  Essex  Review  ... 

1 

1 

50 

50 

1 

Essex  Review  ... 

1 

Index  to  Times... 

1 

1 

International  Journal  of 

Ethics  

1 

*  Lifeboat  Journal         ...  1  — 

Mind    1  — 

Monist   1  — 

Navy  List    1  1 

Portfolio    1  — 

Quarterly  Review       ...  1  1 

Reliquary         ...       ...  1  — 

*  United  Temperance  Gazette  1  1 
*Thames  Ironworks  Quar- 
terly Gazette...       ...  1  — 

West  Ham  Library  Notes  3  3 


Academy  Pictures 
Annual  Register 
Argus  Guide  to  Muni 

cipal  London... 
Art  Annual 
Baptist  Handbook 


Annual. 


i  — 


Calendar  of  College  of 

Preceptors     ...       ...  1 

Co-operative  Year  Book  1 

Durham  University  Cal- 
endar ...       ...       ...  1 

Easter  Art  Annual      ...  1 
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Eastern  Counties  Times 

Annual 
Electrical  Undertakings 
•Essex  County  Almanack 
'Express  &  Independent 

Almanack 
•Greenwood's  Nautical 

Almanack 
Hazell's  Annual... 
•Herald  Almanack 
Herald  Almanack 
Labour  Annual ... 
London  Banks  ... 
London  Manual. . . 
Municipal  Year  Book  . . . 
•Official  Y'earBook  of  the 
Church  of  England  . . . 


Pears'  Annual  ... 
Post  Magazine  Almanack 
'St.     Alban's  Diocesan 

Year  Book 
Statesman's  Year  Book 
Stock  Exchange  Year 

Book  

'Stratford  Almanack  ... 
Stratford  Almanack  ... 
Trinity  College  Calendar 


West  Ham 

Annual 
'West  Ham 

Annual 
Whittaker's 
Who's  Who  ? 
Year's  Art 


Guardian 
Guardian 


Almanack 


Directories. 


Birmingham  &  Suburbs 

Bristol   

'Browne's  Advertisers 

ABC  

Cambridge,  Norfolk  anc 

Suffolk  

Clergy  List 
Cornwall ... 

County  Councils  Com 

panion,  &c. 
Crockford's  Clerical 

Derbyshire   

Devonshire 

Directory  of  Directors.. 
Durham... 

Electrical  Engineers 

Directory 
Engineers,     Iron  and 

Metal  Trades... 
Essex,  Herts  and  Mid 

dlesex  

Gloucester 
Hampshire 
'Insurance  Directory 
Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex 
Law  Directory  ... 

Leeds   

Leicester ... 

Liverpool  and  Birken 
head  ... 


Local  Government 
Directory 

London  (Post  Office)  ... 

London  (Suburban) 

Manchester,  Salford  and 
Suburbs 

Medical  Directory 

Merchants,  Manufac- 
turers  and  Shippers 
'Mitchell's  Press 

Nottinghamshire 

Royal  Blue  Book 

Rutland  ... 
"Sell's  World's  Press 

Somerset... 

Staffordshire 

Stationers,  Publishers, 
&c.  ...   

Stratford,  West  Ham, 
Forest  Gate  and  Plais- 
tow 

Stubb's     Directory  of 

Manufactures... 
Walthamstow,     Ley  ton 

and  Leytonstone  (with 

Snaresbrook  and  Wan 

stead)  ... 
*  Willing's  Press  Guide  .. 
Worcestershire  ... 
Yorkshire 


Time 


A. B.C.  Railway  Guide  1  1 
"Belfast      and  North 

Counties       ...       ...  1  — 

Bradshaw's  Railway 

Guide  ...       ...       ...  1  1 

"Caledonian        ...       ...  1  1 

*District   1  1 

""Glasgow     and  South 

Western        ...       ...  1 

*  Great  Eastern  ...       ...  1  1 

*  Great  Northern          ...  1  1 
"Great  Western  ...        ...  1  1 

"London      and  North 

Western        ...       ...  1  1 


:50 

Tables. 


* London      and  South 

Western        ...       ...  1  1 

*  London,   Brighton  and 

South  Coast  ...       ...  1  1 

*  London,   Chatham  and 

Dover  ...       ...       ...  1  1 

"London,    Tilbury  and 

Southend       ...       ...  1  1 

*  Metropolitan     ...       ...  1  — 

"Midland   1  1 

*  North  British   1  1 

*  North  Eastern   1  1 

*  South  Eastern  ...        ...  1  1 
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Stock  &  Classification  of  the  Books 


Central  Library. 


Class. 


Lending-  Reference 
library-  Library 


Totals. 


Theology,  &c. 

Biography  

History 

Voyages  and  Travels 
Law,  Politics,  &c. 
Arts  and  Sciences 
Prose  Fiction 
Poetry,  Classics,  &c. 
Miscellaneous  and  Maga: 
Juvenile  Literature 
Music 


8.52 
1,056 
522 
889 
551 
1,610 
4,541 
718 
1,603 
1,308 
254 


574 
801 
1,129 
1,522 
575 
2,656 

1,072 
5,449 


1.426 
1,857 
1,651 
2,411 
1,126 
4,266 
4,541 
1,790 
7,052 
1,308 
254 


13,904 

13,778 

27,682 

Canning  Town  Branch  Library. 

Class. 

Lending 
Library. 

Reference 
Library. 

Totals. 

Theology,  &c. 

Biography... 

History 

Voyages  and  Travels 

Law,  Politics,  &c. 

Arts  and  Sciences 

Prose  Fiction 

Poetry,  Classics,  &c. 

Miscellaneous  and  Magazines  ... 

Juvenile  Literature 

Music 

739 
1,054 
653 
825 
364 
1.520 
3,552 
721 
1,639 
1,300 
418 

370 
316 
620 
241 
183 
1,472 

264 
1,109 

1,109 

1,370 
1,273 
1,066 

547 
2,992 
3,552 
'  985 
2,748 
1,300 

418 

12,785 

4,575 

17,360 

The  following  figures  show  the  present  distribution  of  the  stock:  — 

Location. 

Lending 
Library. 

Reference 
Library. 

Totals. 

Central  Library  ... 
Canning  Town  ... 
Hospital  ... 
In  Store  ... 

13,904 
12,785 

13,778 
4,575 
689 
4,149 

27,682 
17,360 
689 
4,149 

26,689 

23,191 

49,880 
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Tables  of  Issues. 

Central    Reference  Library, 

WEEKDAYS 


CO 

CO 

o 

Period. 

Days  Open. 

Theolog-y,  &c. 

Biography  and 
History. 

Voyages  and 
Travels. 

aw,  Politics,  &( 

rts  and  Science 

etry  and  Classi 

Miscellaneous 
Literature. 

Totals. 

>ail\  Averages. 

< 

1898 

March  (26  to  31) 

4 

13 

40 

14 

47 

114 

309 

537 

134 

April  

19 

68 

217 

45 

218 

476 

14 

1473 

2511 

132 

May   

21 

77 

219 

43 

243 

510 

21 

1620 

2733 

130 

Closed  for  Remova 

to  New  Central  Library 

1899 

January 

26 

45 

94 

128 

133 

1083 

35 

701 

2219 

85 

February 

24 

86 

74 

105 

125 

925 

37 

589 

1941 

80 

March  (1  to  25) 

22 

61 

63 

115 

132 

763 

19 

527 

1680 

76 

116 

350 

707 

450 

898 

3871 

126 

5219 

11621 

100 

S 

UN  DAYS. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

G. 

H. 

Total. 

March   (to  25) 

3 

7 

2 

7 

16 

85 

2 

87 

206 

68 

1899. 

Central    Lending  Library. 


Period. 

Days  Open. 

Theology,  &c. 

Biography  and 
History. 

Voyages  and 
Travels. 

Law,  Politics, 
&c. 

Arts  and  Sciences. 

Prose  Fiction. 

Poetry  and 
Classics. 

Miscellaneous 
Literature. 

Juvenile 
Literature. 

Music. 

Totals. 

Daily  Averages. 

1898 
March  26-31 
April 

May 

October    . . . 

November 

December 

1899 
January  ... 
February  ... 
March  2-25 

4 
19 
17 

C 

18 
21 
21 

22 
20 
18 

160 

12 
86 
67 

osec 

75 
153 
126 

139 
143 
132 

933 

47 
289 
212 

J  foi 

228 
406 
429 

427 
428 
370 

2836 

31 
194 

159 

1  Re 

176 

325 
314 

382 
381 
372 

15 
47 

33 

TIOV 

21 
74 
83 

74 

80 
92 

73 
403 
264 

al  tc 

293 
636 
560 

572 
621 
561 

1689 
8103 
5871 

>  Nev\ 

6914 
11826 
9740 

10206 
10589 
9559 

25 
77 
97 

r  Ce 

67 
149 
130 

143 
189 
171 

142 

820 
518 

ntra 

295 
751 
894 

819 

925 
873 

489 
2156 
1456 

1  Libr 

2315 
3205 
3328 

3407 
3044 
2849 

'ary 

2 
189 
214 

211 
233 
184 

2523 
12175 
8677 

10386 
17714 
15818 

16380 
16633 
15163 

630 
640 
510 

577 
843 
753 

744 
831 
842 

2334 

519 

3983 

74497 

1048 

6037 

22249 

1033 

115469 

720 

33 


Tables  of  Issues. 

Canning  Town  Branch  Reference  Library. 


WEEKDAYS. 


Period. 

Days  Optn. 

Theology,  &c. 

Biography  and 
History. 

Voyages  and 
Travels. 

Law,  Politics, 

Arts  &  Sciences. 

d 

^  a 
—  J 

Miscellaneous 
Literature. 

Totals. 

CO 

he 
< 

Marr-h  96-31  1898 

5 

16 

125 

11 

42 

65 

1 

136 

396 

7Q 

April  

23 

57 

500 

68 

203 

347 

29 

698 

1902 

83 

May   

25 

66 

653 

120 

212 

358 

49 

790 

2248 

90 

June 

26 

76 

789 

65 

220 

400 

33 

823 

2406 

92 

July   

25 

70 

557 

118 

227 

421 

33 

784 

2210 

88 

August... 

26 

63 

768 

148 

225 

410 

59 

921 

2594 

100 

September 

26 

88 

738 

138 

232 

487 

65 

1018 

2766 

106 

October 

26 

73 

808 

201 

219 

670 

47 

1059 

3077 

118 

November 

26 

59 

632 

136 

244 

590 

38 

952 

2651 

102 

December 

25 

64 

490 

78 

205 

482 

53 

576 

1948 

78 

January,  1899... 

26 

87 

531 

139 

222 

491 

51 

609 

2130 

82 

February 

24 

91 

481 

88 

215 

475 

22 

538 

1910 

80  ! 

March  (to  25)  

22 

60 

436 

82 

190 

392 

18 

501 

1679 

76 

Totals   

305 

870 

750S 

1392 

2656 

5588 

40S 

0405  27917 

92 

SUNDAYS 

March  (to  25),  1899  ... 

3 

7 

50 

1  1 

25 

H3  1 

87 

234 

78 

Canning  Town  Branch  Lending  Library. 


c 

0) 

d 

=  . 

c5 
<3 

J 

"2 

CO 

o  & 

go' 

O 
fcO 
e5 

Period. 

Days  <>i 

be 
c 
"o 

0) 

EH 

Is 

o 

5 

Voyages 
Travel 

-?  £ 

o 

Arts  ai 
Scienct 

Prose  Fic 

Poetry  i 
( !lassi< 

J—  u 

Juveni 
Literati 

4 

co 

eS 
O 

Daily  Ave 

1898 

March  26th-31st 

4 

23 

T2 

39; 

8 

88 

1222 

24 

190 

469 

32 

2167 

542 

'  April   

19 

.110 

312 

248 

65 

461 

6569 

121 

833 

2297 

126 

11142 

586 

May   

21 

143 

473 

324 

85 

507 

7081 

166 

1020 

2502 

150 

12451 

593 

June 

21 

157 

500 

368i 

90 

636 

7207 

227 

962 

2609 

169 

12925 

615 

July   

21 

132 

474 

302 

89 

507 

6454 

214 

952 

2393 

187 

11704 

557 

August  ... 

12 

94 

320 

225 

46 

(  343 

4246 

113 

621 

1454 

91 

7553 

630 

September 

22 

140 

506 

324 

103 

542 

7003 

219 

956 

2436 

185 

12414 

564 

October  ... 

22 

228 

614 

311 

131 

647 

7295 

258 

1000 

2449 

184 

13117 

596 

|  November 

21 

166 

511 

295 

103 

623 

6738 

244 

916 

2182 

156 

11934 

568 

December 

21 

142 

433 

311 

95 

564 

6753 

223 

805 

2150 

152 

11628 

553 

1899. 

January  ... 

22 

104 

385 

233 

77 

489 

6708 

174 

694 

2162 

129 

11155 

507 

February 

20 

133 

281 

225 

75 

408 

5931 

150 

598 

2002 

115 

9918 

500 

March  (to  25th) 

18 

87 

264 

236, 

63 

386 

5121 

148 

592 

1771 

108 

8776 

487 

Totals 

244 

1 659 

5145 

3441 

1 03C 

6201 

78328 

2281 

10139 

26876 

1784 

136884 

561 

34 


Classification  of  Borrowers 

ADDED  DURING  1898-9. 

( For  Classification  of  Borrowers  in  previous  years,  see  Reports  for 
such  years. ) 


Central  and  Branch  Lending  Libraries. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


■C 

c 

cS 

O 

pq 

A  ppon  nf^  nt.ci  anrl  (Ipctnipr^ 

67 

5 

Actors      ...       ...  ... 

1 

JL 

A  crpn      /  A/1  i  qppI  la.Tipnn  ^  ^ 

xi    oil  un  y  XTj.iov>c;i.ic*iit/v/  tio  j  ... 

45 

8 

Analysts  ... 

i 

n 
U 

xlUUl  ell  UlLco              ...  ••• 

28 

13 

Architects 

6 

1 

Artists  and  Engravers  .. 

25 

4 

Auctioneers 

11 

Auditors  ... 

4 

Bailiffs   

1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

76 

12 

Bank  Managers  ... 

10 

1 

Barge  and  Boat  Builders 

3 

2 

Bargemen 

2 

Barmaids  ... 

5 

Barmen 

3 

Basketmakers 

1 

Blacksmiths  &  Assistants 

12 

Bleachers  ... 

1 

Boilermakers  &  Inspectors 

15 

9 

Bookbinders  and  Folders 

18 

4 

Bookkeepers   

21 

Booksellers  &  Stationers 

6 

Bootmakers 

11 

3 

Boxmakers 

1 

Brassfounders 

6 

Brassworkers 

4 

Bricklayers 

17 

3 

Builders,  Contractors,  &c. 

50 

1 

Building  Inspectors 

Butchers  ... 

16 

5 

Cabinet  Makers  ... 

11 

1 

15 

JS 

o 

Cent 

a 

rt 

yjCV  IJL\5     TV  UlliCiO        ...  ... 

2 

ctliu.lt/  i.vxdlvt;i  o     ...  ... 

6 

vydL  c  Lrtlvt;!  b               ...  ... 

11 

A 

4 

Cargo  Superintendents  . . . 

1 

Carmen    ...       ...  ... 

6 

a 

Carpenters,  Shipbuilders, 

and  Joiners 

31 

25 

Cashiers  ... 

1 

Cellarmen... 

4 

Chemists  ... 

27 

3 

Civil-Service  Officials  ... 

20 

1 

Cleaners  and  Charwomen 

7 

1 

Clergymen  and  Ministers 

27 

9 

Clerks   

779 

144 

Clothiers  ... 

1 

Coachbuilders 

42 

Coachmen... 

2 

Coachpainters 

10 

Coal  Merchants  ... 

2 

1 

Coal  Workers 

1 

Coffeehouse  Keepers 

Collectors 

10 

1 

Colour  Grinders  ... 

5 

Commercial  Travellers  ... 

65 

10 

Companions 

3 

Conductors 

5 

Cooks 

1 

2 

Coopers  ... 

1 

7 

Coppersmiths 

6 

1 

Copyists  ... 

1 

Corndealers 

10 

1 

Cranemen 

1 

35 


Customs  Officers... 

66 

5 

Cycle  Makers 

— 

Dealers  (General) 

— 

1 

Dentists  and  Physicians 

3 

Dissolvers... 

o 

— 

Dramatists 

— 

1 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ... 

78 

11 

Draughtsmen 

18 

1 

Dressmakers 

79 

24 

Drillers   

i 

9 

Drivers 

6 

— 

Dyers 

o 

1 

Editors 

4 

— 

Electricians 

23 

4 

Engine  Cleaners  ... 

— 

o 

Engine  Driveis  ... 

8 

3 

Engineers... 

140 

44 

Estate  Agents 

— 

1 

Factory  Hands  

— 

1 

Firemen  ... 

— 

2 

Fishmongers 

5 

1 

Fitters 

51 

6 

Flag  Makers 

— 

1 

Flushers  ... 

3 

— 

Foremen   and  Managers 

— 

16 

Fruit  Salesmen  ... 

— 

1 

Fur  Dressers 

8 

— 

Furniture  Dealers 

5 

— 

Gangers  ... 

o 

— 

Gardeners... 

2 

1 

Gas  Regulators  ... 

o 

1 

Gas  Stokers 

3 

1 

Gas  Workers 

— 

3 

Gate  Keepers 

— 

1 

Glass  Blowers 

6 

— 

Glaziers  ... 

o 

— 

Gold  Blockers 

— 

1 

Greengrocers 

5 

— 

Grocers 

31 

9 

Grooms 

— 

1 

Gymnasium  Directors  ... 

4 

— 

Hairdressers 

8 

Hammermen 

i 

3 

Harness  Makers  ... 

i 

Hatters  and  Hosiers 

o 

4 

Home  Work 

751 

303 

House  Agents 

1 

Housekeepers 

36 

2 

Inspectors 

5 

Insurance  Agents 

10 

2 

Ironf  ounders 

o 

1 

Ironmongers 

4 

1 

Ironmoulders      ...        ...  3  — 

Jewellers    and  Watch- 
makers ...       ...       ...  8  — > 

Journalists  and  Reporters  11  2 

Labourers  (General;      ...  72  111 

Law-Readers  and  Writers  5  — 

Leathersellers  and  Workers  1  — 

Librarians  and  Assistants  12  2 

Lightermen        ...       ...  2  2 

Machinists    19  9 

Machine  Manufacturers  3  — 

Mantle  Cutters   10  — 

Marine  Engineers         ...  —  3 

Masons    11  4 

Mat  Workers    1  2 

Mechanics          ...       ...  6  — 

Medical  Practitioners   ...  7  5 

Medical  Students         ...  5  — 

Merchants          ...       ...  4  — 

Messengers         ...        ...  11  14 

Metal  Workers   1  — 

Milkmen  and  Dairymen  8  2 

Millers    6  — 

Missionaries       ...        ...  15  1 

Moulders  ...       ...       ...  —  2 

Musicians     and  Music 

Teachers         ...       ...  53  3 

Newsagents        ...       ...  7  — 

Xot  stated    532  21 

Xurse  Girls        ...        ...  —  1 

Xurses      ...        ...       ...  15  12 

Office  Boys    23  8 

Oilmen     ...       ...       ...  1  3 

Opticians  ...       ...       ...  1  — 

Outfitters . .    —  4 

Overseers  ...         .        ...  7  — 

Packers    3  3 

Pages    2  — 

Painters  and  Decorators  21  12 

Paper  Makers    —  1 

Pattern  Makers   3  — 

Pawnbrokers      ...       ...  3  1 

Pensioners          ...        ..  6  3 

Photographers    ...       ...  26  3 

Pilots    —  2 

Plasterers           ...       ...  3  1 

Platers    —  9 

Plumbers  ...        ..       ...  18  6 

Police  Constables  6  2 

Porters    10  1 

Portmanteau  Makers    ...  —  1 

|  Post-Office  Officials      ...  31  5 


36 


1 

« 

o 

a 

o 

1 

CQ 

Cent 

I 

— 

Press  Collectors'... 

...  1 

oteveciores 

...  1 

12 

Printers  and  Compositors  62 

12 

1  Stewards  ... 

...  3 

— 

Professors... 

...  5 

stockbrokers 

...  3 

— 

Publishers'  Assistants 

1 

otokers 

...  3 

8 

Railway  Servants 

Z  18 

1  o 

'  Storekeepers 
Sugar  Refiners 

...  12 

3 

Rate  Collectors  ... 

...  3 

o 
% 

...  — 

3 

Relieving  Officers 

1 

Supervisors 

...  1 

— 

Riggers 

a 

25 

Surveyors 

...  10 

— 

Rivetters  ... 

1 

Tailors 

...  15 

3 

Ruler  Makers 

1 

Tailoresses 

...  7 

3 

Safe  Makers 

...  1 

lea  Jrackers 

...  14 

— 

Salesmen  ... 

...  17 

2 

telegraphists 

...  25 

Samplers  ... 

2 

iicKet  collectors 

...  1 

Sanitary  Engineers 

1 

lie  Makers 

...  13 

— 

Sawyers  ... 

3 

Timekeepers 

...  2 

6 

Scholars  and  Students 

...  813 

385 

1  m plate  Workers 

...  3 

2 

Schoolmasters  &  Teachers  506 

Q  1 

Tobacconists 

...  5 

0 

Seamen 

...  27 

8 

Trimmers ... 

...  1 

— 

Secretaries 

7 

2 

Turners 

...  6 

3 

Servants  (Domestic) 

...  6 

8 

Typists 

...  5 

— 

Shipmanagers 

...  2 

— 

Tyre-makers 

...  3 

— 

Shipwrights 

8 

TT  1  11       TV*"  1 

Umbrella  Makers 

...  2 

— 

Shop  Assistants  ... 

'..  26 

20 

Undertakers 

...  2 

2 

Shopkeepers 

...  3 

2 

Upholsterers 

...  2 

— 

Shorthand  Writers 

...  3 

Van  Boys ... 

..  4 

1 

Signalmen 

...  5 

i 

Victuallers 

...  o 

0 

Sign  Writers 

...  7 

Vocalists  ... 

...  2 

— 

Silkweavers 

2 

Waiters 

2 

Silversmiths 

...  1 

z 

Waitresses 

3 

Slaters 

...  2 

Warehousemen  ... 

70 

7 

Smiths   

...  1 

I 

Watchmen 

3 

Soap  Makers 

1 

Weavers  ... 

..."  8 

3 

Soldiers  ... 

6 



Wharfinger 

1 

Solicitors  ... 

...  13 



Wheelwrights 

1 

1 

Sorters 

...  28 

Wine  Merchants... 

...  3 

Stationers... 

...  5 

Age  of  Borrowers- 

Burgesses,  &c. — 

Under  15  years  of  age 

1,467 

461 

Burgesses 

.  1,539 

411 

Between   15  and  21 

Non-Burgesses 

4,236  1,262 

years  of  age 

1,450 

354 

Over  21  years  of  age 

2,858 

858 

Total  .. 

.  5,775  1,673 

Total  ... 

5,775  1,673 

Sex  of  Borrowers- 

Males  

Female 

Total 


3,419  1,076 
2,356  597 

5,775  1,673 


Total    Tickets    Issued  Since 
Opening  First  Library  :  — 

Males    15,983 

Females    9,411 


Total 


25,394 
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General  Attendance. 


Reference  Library  Readers- 

»»  >>  >> 

Lending  ,, 
Newsroom 
Hospital 


-Books 
Reviews 
Books 
Papers 


Central 
Library. 

10,421 
18,055 
111,076 

290,255 


Canning 
Town 
Branch 
Library. 
24,763 
64,346 
132,063 
500,774 


Total. 

35,184 
82,401 
243,139 
791,029 
18,250 


429,807    721,946  1,170,003 


Daily  Average  Attendance  (week  days) 
,,  ,,  (Sundays) 


4,237 
786 
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Memoranda. 


GENERAL. 

1    Population  of  the  Borough  of  West  Ham  in  1899... 

2.  Area  of  the  Borough  ... 

3.  Districts  included  in  the  Borough  of  West  Ham... 

4.  Public  Libraries  Acts  Adopted 

5.  First  Library  Committee  appointed 

6.  First  Librarian  appointed  ... 

7.  Temporary  Library  (Stratford)  opened 

8.  Foundation  Stone  of  the  Canning  Town  Library  laid 

9.  Canning  Town  Library  opened   

10.  Foundation  Stone  of  Central  Library  and  Institute 

laid  

11.  Central  Library  and  Technical  Institute  opened  .. 

12.  Total  Stock  of  Books  

13.  Total  Xumber  of  Papers  and  Periodicals  taken  ... 

14.  Total  Borrowers'  Tickets  issued 


Estimated  at 
300,000. 

4,706  acres 

Stratford,  Forest 
Gate,  Canning 
Town,  Plaistow 

November,  1890 

13th   Jan.,  1891 

9th  June,  1891 

30th  July,  1892 

18th    ,,  1892 

28th  Sept.,  1893 

29th  Oct  ,  1896 
6th  Oct.,  1898 
49,880 
658 
25,394 


ITEMS    FOR   THE   YEAR  1898-9. 

15.  Total  Issue  of  Books  for  the  \-ear  (Central  Library 


closed  for  five  months)    310,524 

16.  General  Attendance  for  the  year    ...       ...       ...       ...  1,170,003 

17.  Number  of  Books  Bound  and  Repaired  by  Binders       ...  1,796 

18.  Number  of  Books  Repaired  by  Staff        ...       ...       ...  4,896 

19.  Xumber  of  Applications  for  Overdue  Books    1,905 

20.  Percentage  of  Educational  Works  Issued   50 


21.  Sunday  Opening  inaugurated    5th  March,  1899 


Library  Publications,  &c. 

Central  Lending  Library  Catalogue  and  Supplementary  Lists,  l/- 
Central  Lending  Juvenile  Catalogue,  Hoards,  2d.;  Cloth  Bd. 

West  Ham  Herald.—"  We  need  only  say  that  these  Catalogues  quite  come  up  to  the 
standard  of  excellence  we  have  learned  to  expect  in  our  Free  Library  publications." 

West  Ham  Guardian. — " They  have  been  classified  in  such  a  manner  that  any  book 
can  be  found  with  a  minimum  of  trouble.  The  excellent  innovation  has  been  made  for 
giving  contents  of  Magazines." 

Forest  Gate  Weekly  News.—1'  We  have  gone  very  carefully  through  these  Catalogues, 
and  have  noted  with  pleasure  how  judicious  have  been  the  selections,  and  how  thoroughly 
up-to-date  the  books  are." 

Canning  Town  General  Catalogue,  Boards,  ed. ;  Cloth,  JL/- 
Saturday  Review. — "  The  General  Catalogue  of  the  Canning  Town  Library  is  one  ot 
the  best  books  of  its  kind  we  have  examined.  We  have  had  to  comment  with  some 
severity  of  late  years  upon  the  slovenly  preparation  and  confused  method  of  various 
Public  Library  Catalogues.  It  is  the  more  pleasant,  therefore,  to  find  this  work  admirable 
in  arrangement,  and  remarkable  for  clearness  and  simplicity  of  treatment." 

Canning  Town  Juvenile  Catalogue,  Boards,  3d.;  Cloth,  ed. 
The  Athenceum. — "It  is  well  arranged,  with  short  descriptive  notes  and  Subject 
Index." 

Literary  World.—  "The  Juvenile  Catalogue  of  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries  might 
well  serve  as  a  model  for  future  works  of  this  kind." 

London. — "This  Catalogue  will  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  Juvenile  Library. 
Biographical  and  other  notes  have  been  inserted,  and  important  articles  included  in 
many  interesting  works  arc  catalogued  under  their  respective  subject  headings,  rendering 
an  otherwise  dry  catalogue  both  interesting  and  instructive." 

Subject  Index  to  the  Contents  of  the  Books  in  the  West  Ham  Public 
Libraries  (in  preparation).   Prices  to  Subscribers,  i  copy,  7/6  ;  2  copies,  10/6. 
E.  Walford,  Esq.,  M.A. — "  I  most  willingly  bear  my  testimony  to  the  value  ot 
your  work." 

Prof.  Dziatzko,  University  Library,  Gottingen.— "  It  is  a  most  useful  work." 

W.  Beer,  Esq.,  Librarian,  Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Oi  leans. — "  I  am 
delighted  with  your  excellent  Index." 

Daily  Chronicle. — "  The  Subject  Index,  in  preparation,  to  the  Contents  of  the  Books 
in  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries,  will  be  of  general  service  as  a  bibliography,  and  it 
will  to  some  extent  act  as  a  supplement  to  Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature,  giving 
the  principal  contents  of  many  of  the  leading  magazines  for  1892-98." 

West  Ham  Library  Notes  (published  quarterly),  Id. ;  Annual  Subscription,  6d. 

Educational  Review. — "'Library  Notes'  contains  descriptive  notes  of  fresh  additions 
to  the  Libraries,  and  also  a  list  of  interesting  articles  in  current  magazines  and  reviews, 
We  congratulate  the  West  Ham  Library  on  the  issue  of  this  comprehensive,  yet  concise 
journal,  and  express  the  hope  that  other  Public  Libraries  will  follow  the  example  ;  for 
as  yet,  we  believe  there  are  only  two  libraries  which  have  adopted  this  admirable  plan." 

Literary  World. — "The  Committee  of  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries  are  a  pro- 
gressive body.  Their  latest  departure  is  'West  Ham  Library  Notes,'  to  deal  exclusively 
with  the  libraries  and  library  matters." 

Indicator  Key  to  Fiction,  Boards,  4d. 
Indicator  Key  to  Juvenile  Books,  Paper,  2d. 

Selected  List  of  Books  in  the  Central  Reference  Library,  Paper,  Id. 
Selected  List  of  Books  in  the  Cnaning  Town  Reference  Library,  Paper,  id. 
Special  Report,  1892,  Paper,  id. 

General  Report,  1890-95,  with  Supplementary  Catalogue,  Paper,  3d. 
Annual  Reports,  from  1895-6,  Paper,  id.  each. 

Souvenir  of  the  Opening  of  the  Technical  Institute  and  Central  Public 

Library,  Paper,  2/6  ;  Cloth,  5/-. 
West  Ham  Public  Library  Hand-Lists,  Price,  |J. 

Literary  World.— "The  West  Ham  Public  Libraries  Report  is  very  complete  and 
encouraging.    It  is  mainly  statistical  and  analytical  in  its  presentation  of  facts." 

West  Ham  Herald. — "The  Report  of  the  Public  Libraries  presents  us  with  an 
interesting  account  of  the  Public  Library  movement  in  West  Ham.  It  is  made  addition- 
ally useful  by  the  compilation  of  a  number  of  lists  and  tables.  These  tables  are 
extremely  interesting." 

West  Ham  Guardian.—"  Our  attention  is  drawn  to  the  striking  fact  that  out  of  the 
large  issue  of  books,  so  few,  proportionately,  have  been  works  of  fiction.  Another 
satisfactory  poin  brought  out  by  the  West  Ham  statistics  is  that  the  Libraries  are  used 
by  every  class,  but  chiefly  by  the  working  classes." 

Combined  Book  Cover,  Book  Mark,  and  Satchel  (Price,  according  to  size). 

The  Library  (Official  Organ  of  the  Library  Association).—"  If  Public  Library  readers 
could  be  persuaded  to  purchase  this  book  cover  it  would  treble  the  life  of  Lending 
Library  books,  and,  indeed,  it  might  be  a  good  investment  for  a  wealthy  library  to 
distribute  them  on  loan  ;  but  for  private  users  of  books  it  is  an  admirable  contrivance. 


